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Contributions for the next newsletter 
are due by November 15, 2019. 

The Winter issue will cover the 
period from December to the end of  

February, 2019.

Please send items to newsletter editor 
Jean Gillingwators at  
jgwators@me.com.

The Newsletter is a publication 
of  the California Chapter of  
the Guild of  Book Workers 

and is distributed to its 
members. To become a member, 

write to the membership 
chairman, Guild of  Book 

Workers, 521 Fifth Ave., New 
York NY 10175, or go to     
guildofbookworkers.org.

Contact info:

Email: california@

guildofbookworkers.org

Website: gbwcaliforniachapter.
wordpress.com

from 
 the Chapter Co-chair

Dear Chapter Members, 

he fall issue of  the California Chapter Newsletter celebrates two book 
exhibits. The two-year efforts of  the California board members bring the artful 
book exhibition to the Long Beach Museum of  Art, opening October 4, 2019. 

On view will be artist books, fine-printed books, broadsides, handmade paper, 
and calligraphy. Scheduled artist talks, a video documentary of  books that cannot 
be fully seen in display cases,  and a keynote lecture make this exhibit memorable. 
I want to thank Sue Ann Robinson for arranging for the exhibition to be shown 
at LBMA and Rebecca Chamlee for designing the exhibition catalog. Brava! The 
second exhibition to highlight is Drop Dead Gorgeous: Fine Bindings of  the La Prose 
du Transsiberien Re-creation. This show began in 2012, when Kitty Maryatt started 
research on the production of  the 1913 La Prose de Transsiberien, by poet Blaise Cendrars 
and artist Sonia Delaunay. Now an expert in French pochoir, Maryatt made 150 
re-created La Prose books; and with the help of  her underwriters, twenty-two fine 
binders have bound copies of  the book. These go on display at UCLA beginning 
October 12, 2019. Details follow this note.

The members of  the California Chapter board hope you will welcome the fall season 
by visiting the exhibitions featured in this newsletter.

Marlyn Bonaventure
GBW CA Chapter Co-chair
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Register online by going to guildofbookworkers.org

mailto:jgwators%40me.com?subject=newsletter
http://www.guildofbookworkers.org
mailto:california@guildofbookworkers.org
mailto:california@guildofbookworkers.org
http://gbwcaliforniachapter.wordpress.com
http://gbwcaliforniachapter.wordpress.com
http://guildofbookworkers.org


~ 2 ~

the artful book
This issue of  the Guild of Book Workers California Chapter 
Newsletter focuses on two noteworthy book exhibitions 
opening soon in California.

First, the artful book, a GBW California Chapter 
members’ exhibition, opens on Friday, October 4, 2019, 
at the Long Beach Museum of  Art. This exhibition 
is the California Chapter’s second major members’ 
exhibition. The first exhibition, Look, A Book!, was 
presented at the Geisel Special Collections Library at 
the University of  California San Diego in 2016. 

Mindful of  the mission of  the Guild to promote 
interest in awareness of  the traditions of  the paper 
arts, the artful book includes fine design bindings, fine 
press books, boxes, artist books, and broadsides. There 
are examples of  handset type, handmade paper, and 
calligraphy as well. Twenty-three artists are represented 
in over fifty artworks. And, in the words of  Sue Ann 
Robinson, author of  the artful book catalog Introduction, 
“This is a small sampling that reflects our members’ 
talents and creativity.”

The presentation of  the artful book at the Long Beach 
Museum of  Art was made possible by the support 
of  The Kenneth T. and Eileen L. Norris Foundation 
and the Bess J. Hodges Foundation. This generous 

support has enhanced the exhibition to include in the 
programming book arts workshops, artist tours of  the 
exhibition, as well as a video by Bryan Birdman. The 
Chapter will also present a keynote lecture by author, 
book artist, and visual theorist Johanna Drucker, 
UCLA Professor of  Information Studies. To learn 
more about the exhibition-related opportunities, please 
go the Museum’s website lbma.org.

Artist Talks at Long Beach Museum of  Art-

October 10 6:00 – 7:00 PM Sue Ann Robinson

November 9 1:00 – 2:00 PM Suvan Geer

December 5 6:00 – 7:00 PM Johanna Drucker,   
  Keynote Lecturer

December 8 1:00 – 2:00 PM Carolee Campbell

Exhibition catalogs of  the artful book will be available to 
purchase in the Long Beach Museum of  Art Store.

the artful book opening is Friday, October 4, 2019 from 
7:00 to 9:00 PM, and the exhibition runs from October 
4 to January 5, 2019. Hours: Thursday 11:00 AM to 
8:00 PM, Friday – Sunday 11:00 AM to 5:00 PM. Long 
Beach Museum of  Art is located at 2300 East Ocean 
Boulevard, Long Beach, California 90803.

Images (in order): You Inspire Me, Janet Martorello; Night 
Sky, Anna Embree; Illuminated Morris Ornaments, Pamela 
Wood; Salom, Patricia Owen.

http://lbma.org
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Drop Dead Gorgeous: Fine Bindings of 
La Prose du Transsiberien Re-creation

Also with interesting exhibition-related learning 
activities is Drop Dead Gorgeous: Fine Bindings of La Prose 
du Transsiberien Re-creation, the showing of  fine bindings 
of  the recreation of  the remarkable book by poet 
Blaise Cendrars and artist Sonia Delaunay, La Prose du 
Transsiberien et la petite Jehaunne de France. The exhibition 
debuted at the San Francisco Center for the Book, 
showing September 6 to October 6, 2019. The exhibit 
will travel to Southern California and be shown at 
UCLA, Library Special Collections, A1713 Charles E. 
Young Research Library, Los Angeles, October 12, 2019 
– January 5, 2020. The opening reception is Saturday, 
October 12, 2019, 3:00 – 5:00 PM.

Former director of  the Scripps College Press, owner of  
Two Hands Press, and GBW member Kitty Maryatt 
is the architect of  this re-creation project. Here are 
some details taken from Maryatt’s project description. 
La Prose is the 1913 book produced by letterpress and 
pochoir. A landmark achievement for its time with its 
unprecedented format, avant-garde typography and 

abstract imagery, La Prose remains vibrant and modern 
today.

Maryatt has been researching the production of  La 
Prose du Transsiberien since 2012. In 2018, she debuted a 
new edition of  150 copies, which faithfully incorporates 
techniques and methods used in the original. 
At the same time, Maryatt and her underwriters 
commissioned fine bindings by notable design binders 
from around the world. These bindings, along with 
Maryatt’s La Prose du Transsiberien Re-Creation, have 
resulted in a traveling exhibition titled Drop Dead 
Gorgeous: Fine Bindings of La Prose du Transsiberien Re-creation.
Opening at the UCLA Library Special Collections, 
the exhibition will feature the work of  twenty-two 
design binders, including Don Glaister, Monique 
Lalier, Midori Kunikata-Cockram, and Julian Thomas. 
Tools, materials and supplemental materials used in the 
creation of  Maryatt’s edition of  La Prose will also be on 
display. Upon closing in Los Angeles in January 2020, 
the exhibition travels to Boston, London, Minneapolis, 
and Montreal. 

Documentary Showing UCLA

Additionally, The Re-creation of a Masterpiece: La Prose du 
Transsiberien, a documentary by Rosylyn Rhee, Los 
Angeles 2019, will be shown Thursday, October 31, 
2019, 3:00-5:00 PM at UCLA, Graduate School of  
Education & Information Studies Building, Room 111, 
presented by Rosylyn Rhee and Kitty Maryatt.

In this documentary, we follow Kitty Maryatt as she 
produces her re-creation of  the gorgeous 1913 book. 
Unique to its time, the book pushed boundaries of  
book structure, painted imagery and poetic expression. 
Using original techniques of  letterpress printing and 
pochoir (stenciling) to reproduce her edition of  La 
Prose, Maryatt develops insight into the creative and 
conceptual challenges faced by Blaise and Sonia, while 
attempting to discover why they did not complete their 
planned edition.

To learn more about La Prose history, the re-creation 
process, materials, and methods Maryatt employed to 
complete this project, visit laprosepochoir.blogspot.
com. The Drop Dead Gorgeous exhibition 110-page catalog 
will be available at all the events (exhibit opening, 
documentary showing, viewing at Getty workshop). 
The cost is $50. To order a catalog online, email: 
twohandspress@gmail.com. Shipping charges will 
apply.

Images: La Prose du Transsiberien Re-creation, Patricia Owen 
(top) and Dominic Riley (bottom).
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