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Spring Greetings,

e have just ended a wonderful weekend with Karen Hanmer, working on the springback 
binding in the latest of  our workshop series. It’s a beautiful book, and it works very well. It 
has that satisfying “snap” when you open it, and it lies open and flat nicely. The only thing 

left to finish is the decorative paper on this half-leather binding.
   Todd Pattison’s earlier workshop offered a straight forward, nice looking structure that lets anyone 
feel confident about putting leather on a cased book. The boards can be decorated before attaching 
them to the spine piece, allowing for decorating options with less stress. We could all see many 
possible variations using this method.
   Keep an eye on our chapter’s website. Richard Troncone has been updating the web page design, 
making it more streamlined and less complicated to navigate. It should be much easier to see what is 
new and to find information. To learn more, go to gbwcaliforniachapter.wordpress.com.
   Our last planned workshop is coming up on April 24-26, with Peter Geraty, who will teach 
parchment binding over boards. We are able to extend the enrollment deadline until April 9 for those 
who find that they can take his class, but have missed the original deadline.

Marlyn Bonaventure
GBW, California Chapter Chair
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Contributions for the next newsletter 
are due by June 1, 2015. 

The Spring issue will cover the period 
from July to the end of  

September, 2015.

Please send items to newsletter editor 
Jean Gillingwators at  
jgwators@me.com.

The Newsletter is a publication 
of  the California Chapter of  
the Guild of  Book Workers 

and is distributed to its 
members. To become a member, 

write to the membership 
chairman, Guild of  Book 

Workers, 521 Fifth Ave., New 
York NY 10175, or go to                  
guildofbookworkers.org.

     Working in her Claremont, California studio, GBW member 
Vicke Selk binds books for both clients and her personal library.  
Selk’s interest in bookbinding began with participation in 
Scripps College Goudy workshops, but a passion for journaling 
that led to appreciation for ink, pens, and fine paper prompted 
her to seek more book-making instruction. The next step was 
to take two week-long workshops, one on book binding and the 
other on letterpress printing. Then she discovered the American 
Academy of  Bookbinding in Telluride. Wanting to develop her 
bookbinding skills further closer to home, she followed Telluride 
instructor Don Glaister's suggestion to apprentice with Marlyn 
Bonaventure. Selk and Bonaventure meet regularly. On the 
heels of  this, a friend hired Selk to first make a leather-covered 
clamshell box and a book to fit in it. This was the first of  seven 
books for this client, who wanted a box and book for heirloom 
jewelry to pass on to her grandchildren. Presently working on 
the fifth book, Selk typesets the text, prints the book digitally, 
and binds each custom book in leather. Soon, this talented 
bookbinder will return to binding books purchased in sheets, 
or rebinding Bret Hart and Washington Irving books for her 
personal collection.

Member Spotlight
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Pasadena Postcard
   On Monday, February 9, 2015, about 40 guests met at the 
historic Pasadena Gamble House to celebrate the latest Book 
Club of  California publication, Poetry at the Edge: Five Contemporary 
California Poets, designed and edited by Carolee Campbell, propri-
etor of  Ninja Press. Featured in At the Edge is the work of  Joseph 
Stroud, Kay Ryan, Gary Young, Martha Ronk, and Michael 
Hannon. Each copy of  the book contains two photographs by 
Carolee Campbell, also a photographer. The edition of  300 books 
was printed in Ojai at Classic Letterpress by Norman Clayton 
and bound by Klaus Rotzscher of  Pettingell Bookbindery in 
Berkeley. The five poets signed each book. To learn more or to 
purchase a copy of  the book, go to www.bccbooks.org.

Codex 5
   “Exceptional” describes the 2015 CODEX 5 seminar and book 
fair. Now a world-class book celebration, the four-day Book 
Fair at the Richmond Craneway Pavilion attracted 4,000 visi-
tors to see nearly 200 exhibitors, from the United States and 
16 other countries. This year’s seminar was held at Anna Head 
Alumnae Hall in Berkeley, with two keynote speakers—Stanford 
University Head of  Special Collections Roberto Trujillo and 
historian, novelist, and essayist Alberto Manguel—and four book 
artists—Carolee Campbell, Ines von Ketelhodt, Ken Botnick, and 
Sam Winston. 

Two Plus Two:
Two Studios and Two Poets
   On, Sunday, May 3, 2015, Jean Gillingwators and Vicke 
Selk open their studios for progressive visits in Upland and 
Claremont. Starting promptly at 10:30 AM, GBW members 
can see Blackbird Press, the Upland workshop where Jean prints 
limited-edition books that she also binds. Then the group will 
travel about a mile and a half  to look at Vicke Selk’s studio in 
Claremont. At 11:30 AM, members of  GBW will gather in 
Vicke’s patio to hear poets B.H. Fairchild and Maurya Simon 
each read two poems. Claremont poet B.H. Fairchild is the 
author of  numerous books of  collected poetry and whose latest 
poetry collection is The Blue Buick. Mt. Baldy poet Maurya Simon 
has authored eight books of  poetry and the libretto for Tamar, 
which premiered in 2007. 
   After the readings, we will eat lunch and celebrate our love 
of  books. Bring a brown-bag lunch. Beverages and dessert will 
be provided. Please respond early so the hosts know how many 
people to prepare for: jgwators@me.com or 909-560-0429, by 
April 22. Directions and details will be sent to those attending.

Parchment Binding over Boards
A 3-day workshop taught by Peter Geraty

Los Angeles, CA

Friday ‒ Sunday, April 24, 25 & 26, 2015, 9:00 – 4:30

Parchment has a 
mystique and a 
mind of  its own. 
The mystique we 
admire, the mind we 
must work with! The 
hygroscopic nature 
of  this wonderful 
material allows it to 
expand and contract 
as the environment 
changes, but the 
strength and durability 
of  parchment make 
it an ideal material 
for bookbinding. Its 
successful use is a 
valuable addition to 
your skill set. 

   During this workshop you will create a parchment 
binding over boards, which will accentuate the beauty of  
material and compensate for its tendency to wander. You 
will construct a Dutch style (laced-on case with a groove) 
parchment binding. 
   There is an expectation of  intermediate bookbinding 
skills for this class.

Workshop fee: $350.00 for California Chapter members 
and $400.00 for non-members + $45.00 material fee 
which will be paid to Peter at the workshop. Fees refunded 
in full if  cancelled before March 23, 2015.
Space is limited, so register early. Deadline for registration 
has been extended to April 9, 2015.
Location: BookArtsLA, 11720 Washington Place, Mar 
Vista, CA 90066

To Register for GBW Southern California workshops:
Make checks payable to Guild of  Book Workers. Mail your 
payment and contact info to Barbara Wood,
3530 Mountain View, Los Angeles, CA 90066.
Include your name, address, phone number and email 
address.
For questions contact Rebecca Chamlee at rchamlee@mac.
com.

Workshops, Lectures & Exhibitions

UPCOMING EVENT

Please send ideas for Member Spotlight, workshops, field trips, or other book news to jgwators@me.com.


