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or a busy weekend at the International Antiquarian Book Fair, we had a table among other 
book associations, in the front lobby of  the Pasadena Convention Center and attracted a lot 
of  attention with the display of  books from our members. Thanks to all our members who 

volunteered to sit at the table and answer questions about our guild.

Our chapter’s programs are taking shape, and I hope you will save the dates and sign up early. Read 
on in the newsletter for detailed descriptions of  our upcoming programs.

We have 36 members participating in our first chapter exhibition Look, A Book!. This will be a full and 
varied show. I hope you plan to visit when it opens in September of  this year at the Geisel Library, 
University of  California, San Diego.

I would like to encourage our members to share their talents by offering to give a workshop, a demo 
of  a technique, or host an open-studio day. We all have a specialty that would add to others’ skills. 
Some suggestions might be: 
-Producing content for artist books
-Book structures that work best with original artwork
-Printmaking without a press
-Attachments to covers (metal, movable pieces, folding panels, closures, etc.)
-New techniques for leather decoration
-Coloring or tinting leather for cover design (acrylics, inks, oils, printing inks, spray paints, etc.)

Contact me at california@guildofbookworkers.org, and thank you for getting involved.

Marlyn Bonaventure
GBW, California Chapter Chair

guild of  book workers :: california chapter :: Spring 2016 :: no. 74

Contributions for the next newsletter 
are due by June 1, 2016. 

The Summer issue will cover the 
period from July to the end of  

September, 2016.

Please send items to newsletter editor 
Jean Gillingwators at  
jgwators@me.com.

The Newsletter is a publication 
of  the California Chapter of  
the Guild of  Book Workers 

and is distributed to its 
members. To become a member, 

write to the membership 
chairman, Guild of  Book 

Workers, 521 Fifth Ave., New 
York NY 10175, or go to         
guildofbookworkers.org.

California Chapter Guild of  Book Workers
September 6, 2016 - October 16, 2016 Member Exhibition

Geisel Library, University of  California, San Diego

Exhibition Calendar
May 31 - June 27, 2016: Submission of  Entry Form, fee & digital photos
July 8, 2016: Notification of  which book/objects are accepted for display.
August 22 - 30, 2016: Acceptance of  mailed materials at the Geisel Library.
September 6 - October 16, 2016: Exhibition!
September 10, 2016: Opening reception

Questions? Email us at california@guildofbookworkers.org
or visit our website at gbwcaliforniachapter.wordpress.com.

mailto:jgwators%40me.com?subject=newsletter
http://www.guildofbookworkers.org
mailto:california@guildofbookworkers.org
www.gbwcaliforniachapter.wordpress.com
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Scripps College Press
75th Anniversary Symposium

The March 5, 2016 event to celebrate the 75th 
anniversary of  Scripps College Press was a two-part 
occasion. Because Kitty Maryatt, the director of  
Scripps Press, will retire in June, the Anniversary 
Symposium also honored Kitty’s thirty-year tenure 
teaching students the art of  making books. Designed 
around five sessions, independent publisher and first 
Scripps Press Goudy lecturer, David Godine spoke 
about California printers and the “aristocracy of  the 
hand”—the value of  using one’s hands to create and 
learn. Paired with Godine, Valerie Lester, author of  
Giambattista Bodoni: His Life and His World, shared her 
eight-year journey researching and writing. Session II 
began with Sumner Stone, type designer and owner 
of  Stone Type Foundry, who created a digital Bodoni 
typeface. Next, Steve Matteson, creative type director 
at Monotype, has designed custom typefaces for major 
corporations, as well as producing digital versions of  
some of  Frederic Goudy’s typefaces. 

After lunch, Session III began with Christine Bertelson, 
who had been hired to reactivate Scripps College 
Press in 1981. Now an award-winning journalist and 
speechwriter for Governor of  Missouri Jeremiah “Jay” 
Nixon, Bertelson spoke about the role of  the printed 
word in literacy. Robin Price, one of  Bertelson’s 
students at Scripps Press and now proprietor of  her 
own press, reported on her work making limited-
edition, finely printed books. Session IV presenters 
spoke about the history of  Scripps Press. Denison 
Librarian Judy Harvey Sahak related how librarian 
Dorothy Drake became the “founding mother” of  
Scripps Press. Drake obtained money to hire Harry 
Ward Ritchie to begin teaching in 1939, and later to 
pay Frederic Goudy for his Goudy Old Style, the 

house type of  the press. Reporting on the 23 years 
when Professor Joseph A. Foster ran the press, Robin 
Trozpek said that as Foster’s student she developed 
a love of  fine press printing. Mary MacNaughton, 
Director of  the Ruth Chandler Williamson Gallery 
and Professor of  Art History at Scripps told about 
exhibitions inspired by the press program, including 
“Beyond the Book” and “Performing the Book.” 

For the concluding Session V, twelve current and 
former students shared what they learned from 
studying with Maryatt in the typography class, 
independent study, and Core I courses. The 75th 
Anniversary Symposium was an historic, interesting 
day; and celebrating the work of  Kitty Maryatt whose 
students will have designed, written, illustrated, 
printed, and bound sixty book editions by the time of  
her retirement.

To view a short video about Scripps College Press, 
go to vimeo.com/157764877. To order an illustrated 
catalogue of  the Scripps College Press books, email 
kmaryatt@scripps.edu. 

A Lecture by Father Columba Stewart on 
Manuscript Preservation

The Zamorano Club sponsored a lecture entitled 
"Preserving Endangered Manuscripts in the Middle 
East and Africa" on March 6, 2016 at the Huntington 
Library. Benedictine monk Father Columba Stewart, 
executive director of  the Hill Museum and Manuscript 
Library, explained how a Minnesota-based monastery 
has digitized 50,000 manuscripts originating from 
Syria, Iraq, Jerusalem, Ethiopia, Mali, and other places 
where traditional culture is threatened by intoler-
ance and modernization. The project includes both 
Christian and Islamic manuscripts, creating the world’s 
largest archive of  vanishing literature.
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The Book Club of California Events
The Visual Word: Working with Poetry 
A Presentation, Discussion, and Reading by David 
Annwn, and Thomas Ingmire.
Thursday, April 7, 2016, 5-7 PM

The Third Annual Bay Area Book Arts Programs – 
Student Showcase
Monday, April 11, 2016, 5-7 PM

Calligraphy and Poetry: A Curator’s Walk-through with 
Thomas Ingmire 
Thursday, April 21, 2016, 12-2 pm

The Challenge of Paper Engineering: Conserving The Map 
that Changed the World, William Smith’s 1815 Geological 
Strata of Great Britain
Monday, May 9, 2016, 5-7 pm

Publication Party for Palatino: The Natural History of a 
Typeface
Monday, May 23, 2016, 5-7 pm

For more information about these events, go to 
bccbooks.org/programs

Printers’ Fair & Wayzgoose
Saturday, April 9, 2016, 10 AM - 3 PM 
History Park 
San Jose, California
Register: printersguild.wordpress.com/info-for-exhibitors/
More information: printersguild.wordpress.com

GBW Standards – Charleston, SC
September 15 - 17, 2016

 Register Now!!
 
 Discounts available with early   
 registration.
 There is plenty of  information on 
 the website. Go to 
 guildofbookworkers.org/standards

UPCOMING EVENTS

Swearing never to again shovel snow, Stephanie 
Gibbs packed her bookbinding studio and apartment 
belongings and drove her two cats from Massachusetts 
to take up residence in California. Now as artist-in-
residence at the International Museum of  Printing, 
Gibbs operates her private bookbinding and 
conservation business out of  the Book Arts Annex, 
and she helps with Museum programming. As an 
English literature major at the University of  Texas, 
Austin, Gibbs found work in the conservation lab in 
the preservation department of  the university library. 
There she made boxes and saw books actually being 
sewn! She also discovered vellum and fell in love 
with books. Next came work in special collections 
at Dartmouth College and the academic libraries of  
Tufts University. Now Gibbs decided to study book 
conservation and studied at West Dean College, in 
Sussex, England. There she also studied with Mark 
Cockram and held internships at the National Library 
of  Scotland and the National Gallery of  Scotland. 
Her final MA thesis was on French artists books of  
the early twentieth century. Returning to western 
Massachusetts, Gibbs established her own studio in the 
same building as Sarah Creighton, Mark Tomlinson, 
Dan Kelm, and Peter Geraty. As much as she loved 
working with Creighton and Tomlinson on special 
projects and her own conservation work, the California 
weather called her west. Gibbs’ skill, energy, and 
follow-through make her a valued new member of  the 
California Chapter of  GBW. To learn more, visit her 
website gibbsbookbinding.com. 

Member Spotlight
Stephanie Gibbs, Bookbinder & Conservator

Please send ideas for Member Spotlight, workshops, field trips, 
or other book news to jgwators@me.com.

•••

mailto:jgwators@me.com
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CLASSIFIEDS

Exhibition Call
August 5 – October 31, 2016
Minnesota Center for Book Arts
1011 Washington Ave South, Suite 100
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55415

It’s Alive!
Minnesota Center for Book Arts’ juried exhibition, 
curated by MCBA staff. Exhibition will demonstrate 
a variety of  approaches that book, paper, and print 
artists employ to express “horror.” Entry deadline: 
June 17, 2016. No entry or participation fee; however, 
selected artists will be responsible for all shipping costs 
to and from exhibition site. Details and entry form 
information: mnbookarts.org/opportunities

Reanimated: Frankenstein Rebound
Juried exhibition exploring the broad theme of  
“horror.” This exhibition is presented as part of  a 
global celebration of  the bicentennial of  the writing 
and publication of  Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein.
“Reanimated: Frankenstein Rebound” will display 
professional and amateur interpretive bindings of  
Shelley’s classic work. All submitted work will be 
shown, from fine bindings to creatively re-bound 
paperbacks. Monetary prizes ($200 MCBA gift 
certificates) will be awarded in three categories: Best 
Professional Binding, Best Amateur Binding, and Most 
Creative Interpretation.
No entry or participation fee; however artists will 
be responsible for all shipping costs to and from the 
exhibition site. Works not meeting this requirement 
will become the property of  MCBA. 
Work must be received by July 22, 2016.
For more information: mnbookarts.org/opportunities

At the Getty Center
Traversing the Globe through Illuminated Manuscripts
Now through June 26, 2016

A Medieval Picture Book and Its Judeo-Persian Lives: The 
Shah Abbas Bible in 17th-Century Safavid Iran
Tuesday, April 19, 7 pm
Getty Center: Museum Lecture Hall

Manuscripts in a Global Context - Symposium 
April 16-17 
Getty Center: Museum Lecture Hall

For more information: getty.edu/art/exhibitions/globe

UPCOMING EVENTS UPCOMING EVENTS

California type cases for sale. Many available. Must pickup in 
Upland, CA.
Email Jean Gillingwators (jgwators@me.com) for information or 
pictures.

Charlene Matthews has a pallet of  .98 Davey board and is willing 
to sell part of  her order for $6.00 each to anyone looking for 
board in the Los Angeles area. Give her a call at 323-962-2109 or 
email binderess@yahoo.com.

Save the Date: October 7-8, 2016 
APHA Conference 
Huntington Library, San Marino, CA 

More information: printinghistory.org

Don't Miss This!
Studio Visit and Spring Cleaning 
Sunday, April 17, 2016

Marlyn Bonaventure opens her studio in historic 
Orange, California and invites you to do a little spring 
cleaning of  your own. Bring your outgrown book 
arts equipment and material for gifting, swapping, or 
selling; enjoy a potluck lunch in her lovely space.

Please feel free to bring your latest book project to 
share - finished or not. Bring a dish to share; lunch 
entrees and beverages will be provided.
 
Studio opens at 11:00 and lunch at 1:00
RSVP early: california@guildofbookworkers.org or 
714-639-4010.
Directions and details will be sent to those attending.
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Millimeter Binding
Taught by Andrew Huot
LONG BEACH MUSEUM OF ART
2300 East Ocean Boulevard
Long Beach, California 90803
June 11 – 12, 2016

The Millimeter Binding, or Edelpappband, is German 
in origin and makes a simple, elegant binding. With 
thin boards, edges of  leather and decorated papers for 
the covers the binding create graceful detail on thin, 
printed or blank books. The book is sewn, glued, and 
boards are attached to the text block. Then edges of  
corners are reinforced with leather before final covering 
paper. Students will complete one Edelpappband 
binding during the class. 

Single Section Staple Binding in Stone
Taught by Coleen Curry
Venue TBA

July or August 2016

This three-day class will explore binding structures 
using real stone veneer in the techniques created by Sün 
Evrard. Participants will construct a modified historical 
structure with conservation principles in mind, using 
the stone veneer, wood and wire. The single-section 
staple binding is simple but is executed with a lot 
of  care and attention to detail. The binding is sewn 
pamphlet style and then attached to the boards using 
copper wire, wood and parchment tackets as secondary 
sewing. We will decorate the bindings by cutting into 
the stone and painting with acrylic. Students will create 
one binding; and if  time allows, we will explore uses of  
the stone as a decorative element for bindings or boxes.

Just for Fun! 
A collaborative mail book art project is proposed. 
Watch for more information this spring.

Details about registration and costs for GBW chapter 
workshops will be sent to the list of  members and 
posted on the chapter website as they become available. 

Direct any questions to california@guildofbookworkers.org 
Website: gbwcaliforniachapter.wordpress.com

UPCOMING GBW California 
chapter-sponsored Workshops


