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Contributions for the next newsletter 
are due by December 15, 2016. 

The Winter issue will cover the 
period from January to the end of  

March, 2017.

Please send items to newsletter editor 
Jean Gillingwators at  
jgwators@me.com.

The Newsletter is a publication 
of  the California Chapter of  
the Guild of  Book Workers 

and is distributed to its 
members. To become a member, 

write to the membership 
chairman, Guild of  Book 

Workers, 521 Fifth Ave., New 
York NY 10175, or go to         
guildofbookworkers.org.

Contact info:

Email: california@

guildofbookworkers.org

Website: gbwcaliforniachapter.
wordpress.com

Abundant, Bountiful, and Beautiful – 
Long Beach Museum of  Art
Opens November 11, 2016

 Over a dozen artist        
 books will be on display  
 including books by such  
 artists as William Wiley,  
 Pablo Picasso, and Paul  
 Johnson. Visit lbma.org  
 for hours and locations.

UPCOMING Exhibits

from 
 the Chapter Chair

Dear California Chapter Members, 

his year is quickly coming to an end and looking back, I am proud of  all that we have 
accomplished. Besides book-arts tours, a studio visit and workshops, we sponsored the 
first California Chapter member exhibition, Look, A Book!, at the University of  California 

San Diego Geisel Library. Thank you to all the members who submitted their work. Catalogues are 
available at lulu.com/content/paperback-book/gbw-ca-catalog/19275770.

The chapter’s board has been working on the 2017 events calendar, creating a list of  activities—
workshops and book-related tours. Full details will be sent via email later this year. Planned 
workshops include: Andrew Huot, Book Repair; Macy Chadwick, Storage Book; Carolee Campbell, 
Exposed Spine Binding with a Handmade Paper Cover; Jocelyn Pedersen, Simple Illustration Ideas 
for Books; and Betsy Begue, Box with a Twist. 

Our chapter is working to encourage new membership. To connect with interested people, we have 
had information tables at the California International Antiquarian Book Fair in Pasadena and 
the APHA Conference at the Huntington Library. Visit our table at the CODEX 6 Book Fair in 
Richmond, California, February 2017, and invite your friends. Inform young friends about the $30 
student-discounted membership fee at guildofbookworkers.org/membership. Better yet, sponsor a 
student member.

We want to make workshop and event prices attractive to our membership, so look for new pricing. 
Member participation is key to the success of  GBW. Collective thinking and fresh ideas result in 
a vibrant California chapter. Contribute your suggestions; serve on a committee; attend a board 
meeting. You will be welcomed!

On the national level, the Guild of  Book Workers has started an end-of-the-year fundraiser. Please 
check the website for the donation link and thank-you gifts for donors at guildofbookworkers.org.  

Your participation guarantees a dynamic 2017!

Contact me at california@guildofbookworkers.org, and thank you for getting involved.

As ever,

Marlyn Bonaventure
GBW CA Chapter Chair

IN REMEMBERANCE
GBW member Gail Popkin Sulmeyer passed away August 2, 2016. Bookbinding was a 
passion, and Gail created fine bindings in her Santa Barbara, California home studio. 
See her book A Comic Alphabet in The Best of  the Best exhibit at guildofbookworkers.
com.

Call for Entries: BUILT
On View at 23 Sandy Gallery, Portland, OR: 

April 7 – May 27, 2017

Submission Deadline: January 7, 2017 

23 Sandy Gallery is calling for submissions for BUILT: 
Book art as a context to explore architecture, design, 
the built world, the built book.

This international juried exhibition of  book and paper 
art aims to examine the relationship between contem-
porary book art practices and architecture, engineering, 
landscape and construction as form, function and 
structure. Let's re-image the ways we as designers, 
of  either books or buildings can inhabit and shape 
the world around us. Our disciplines have a natural 
synergy. After all, books and buildings are both kinetic, 
sequential, structural and time based. Taken a step 
further, book art can provide a framework for topics 
like urbanism, town planning, buildings and space. 
Let's examine the relationship between the built and 
the book. 

This exhibit is open to handmade book and paper 
arts related works created as either edition or one-of-
a-kind. Artist books, sculptural books, book objects, 
altered books, zines, and broadsides are all encouraged.

The gallery will award $500 in purchase prizes, plus 
three best of  show awards.

23 Sandy Gallery is a fine art gallery located in 
Portland, Oregon. Open since 2007, we present local 
and national artists working in contemporary book and 
paper arts.

A full prospectus and call for entries for BUILT can be 
found at 23sandy.com/built/call-for-entries.html

Deadline for submissions is January 7, 2017.

This spotlight column finds Megan Gibes, who says, 
“I’ve always been a big reader, ever since I was little.” In 
elementary school for a few consecutive years, Gibes 
made books of  her own from scratch. Then, as a young 
adult, Gibes made chap-book-type collections of  her 
writing and photography, called zines. She hand bound 
small editions, each having a unique cover. 

Ten years ago, Gibes found the key to her becoming 
a professional bookbinder when she enrolled in a 
community-center beginner bookbinding class. After 
working in a museum library and archive for a number 
of  years, Gibes knew that working with the physical 
books and papers felt right; working on the computer 
felt wrong. Next stop: North Bennett Street School, 
where Gibes took the two-year full-time bench-work 
bookbinding program. “I loved every minute of  my 
time there. It was one of  the best decisions of  my life.”

Her teachers at NBSS, Jeff Altepeter and Martha 
Kearsley, greatly influenced her work, “hammering 
home the importance of  doing things the correct way, 
using the correct materials and tools—no short cuts. 
And she exhibited some of  her student work in the 
Annual NBSS Student and Alumni Exhibit.

If  you want to find Megan Gibes now, she recently 
began a two-year bookbinding apprenticeship at Arion 
Press in San Francisco, which produces limited-edition 
books with original art. Gibes is involved in hand 
binding two to three editions a year at Arion Press.

Member Spotlight

Megan Gibes, bookbinder
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UPCOMING TOUR workshops 2017 calendar

GBWCA Begins 2017 with 
a Getty Tour
Private Curator-led Tour of The Art of Alchemy, Getty Center 
Saturday, January 7, 2017

Shrouded in secrecy, alchemy was a mysterious mix of  
science and spirituality and the ancestor of  modern 
chemistry. Its practice was historically considered to be 
an art. In medieval Europe, it was called “The Great 
Art.” In Islam, it was simply “The Art.” With shifting 
interpretations that straddle art, science, and natural 
philosophy, and drawing primarily from the collec-
tions of  the Getty Research Institute and the J. Paul 
Getty Museum, “The Art of  Alchemy” will display 
the critical impact of  this arcane subject on artistic 
practice and expression from Greco-Egyptian antiquity 
through medieval Central Asia and the Islamic world, 
to European art from the Renaissance through the 
Enlightenment and beyond. 

This curator-led tour by David Brafman will be offered 
only to GBW California Chapter members to kick off 
our schedule of  events and workshops for 2017. 

David Brafman is Associate Curator of  Rare Books 
at the Getty Research Institute. Before joining the 
Getty in 2002, he was a visiting professor at NYU in 
Classics, and resident-expert at H.P. Kraus, Rare Books 
and Manuscripts in NYC. His PhD is in classics and 
Arabic from Duke University.

This exclusive tour will 
be limited to 15 GBW 
members and will begin 
at 2:30 PM sharp at the 
Getty Research Institute 
on the grounds of  the 
J. Paul Getty Museum, 
1200 Getty Center Drive, 
Los Angeles, CA 90049. 
Although admission to the 
Getty is free, parking is 
$15. Members who would 
like to meet for lunch in 
the self-service Cafe prior 

to the tour, will meet at the head of  the stairs going 
down to the Cafe at 1:00 PM. 

RSVP by January 3, 2017 to: california@guildofbook-
workers.org. Please indicate if  you will join us for the 
pay-your-own lunch. 

Learn more at getty.edu/egetty.html

Storage Book Workshop with Macy 
Chadwick
Occidental College
June 3-4, 2017

This unique book structure is the perfect way to house 
small found objects and collage elements within a 
book. The storage book was originally designed by 
Hedi Kyle; this concertina binding incorporates double 
cardstock pages that allow space for mylar windows, 
cutouts, enclosures and more! Zoom in on particular 
parts of  images, store found objects within pages, and 
discover unexpected combinations as you look through 
the pages of  your book. Macy will bring an assortment 
of  images and materials to work with for creative 
inspiration.

Summer Institute for Book and Print 
Technologies 
June 5-16, 2017

The Mills College Book Art Program is pleased to 
announce the second annual Summer Institute for 
Book and Print Technologies taking place June 5-16, 
2017. This two-week summer institute is open to 
members of  the national book art community and will 
include 5-day workshops taught at the master class level 
by well-known book and print artists, a master critique 
seminar and a pricing seminar. Workshop instructors 
include Julie Chen, Kathleen Walkup, Colette Fu, and 
Karen Kunc.

Find out more and apply at millsbookartsummer.org/

Exploring
Check out the British Book Arts News Letter by going 
to bookarts.uwe.ac.uk/newsletters, No. 107

If  you like history and paper, Mark Kurlansky’s book 
Paper: Paging through History will be an interesting read. 

Lothar Muller’s White Magic: The Age of Paper is an 
academic, dense book; but also recommended.

Further details will be provided in email fliers.

January 7, Saturday  
Tour: The Art of Alchemy, Getty with David Braf-
man. Limited to 15. Lunch 1:00 PM: meet at 
head of  stairs to Café. Tour at 2:30 PM.

February 5-8, Sunday - Wednesday  
Event: CODEX6, Richmond CA

February 26, Sunday
Tour: Chapters: Book Arts in SoCal, Folk Art & 
Craft Museum. 11:00 AM with Holly Jerger

April 8-9, Saturday & Sunday 
Workshop: Book Repair, with Andrew Huot. 
Long Beach Museum of  Art 

June 3-4, Saturday & Sunday 
Workshop: Storage Book, with Macy Chadwick. 
Occidental College

July 15, Saturday                
Workshop: Exposed Spine Binding, with Carolee 
Campbell. Blackbird Press, Upland. 
10:00 AM to 5:00 PM Limit 10. 

October 7-8, Saturday & Sunday 
Workshop: Box with a Twist, with Betsy Begue. 
Long Beach Museum of  Art

CODEX6
Our Codex table will feature:

- Membership sign up

- Information about the Guild

- Exhibit catalogs and the most recent issue of  the       
   Journal will be for sale

celebra t ing  t he a rt  of t he book in china

6 t h  b i e n n i a l

 
book fair  & S ympos ium
PRIVATE PRESS*ARTIST BOOKS 
limited & FINE ART EDITIONS
Artists, presses, & exhibitors from 26 countries

F E B R UA RY  5 - 8  2 0 1 7
T h e  C R A N E WAY  PAV I L L I O N  R I C H M O N D,  C A L I F O R N I A

codex international symposium 
X u Bing ,   beij ing

Lu J ing ren,  beij ing

Su e And er son & Gwen Har r ison,  syd ney
B et t y B r ight ,  m inneapol is

Gayl or d  Sc hanIl ec ,  m inneapol is
Johannes St r u gal l a,  m ainz

www.codexfoundation.org

p e t e r  k o c h  p r i n t e r s

CODEX
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