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Hello Chapter Members,

his year, 2015, we have been active, planning Chapter events and member participation. I 
thank those who have volunteered to lend a hand.

   There are two new workshops coming up this fall. The dates are both in November, but the 
subjects are very different; and the presenters are exceptional. I hope you find at least one of  
interest to you and your craft. Read about the Karen Hanmer and Paul Johnson workshops in this 
newsletter.
   We have begun planning the first GBW California Chapter exhibition, scheduled for September 
6-October 16, 2016, at the Geisel Library, at the University of  California, San Diego. Look for 
announcements within this newsletter, on our website, and in a flurry of  email announcements 
throughout the year. We will keep you posted, but start planning your entry soon.
   The chapter has committed to participating in the 49th California International Antiquarian 
Book Fair in Pasadena, February 12-14, 2016. We will have a table and display case to show our work 
and promote the Guild of  Book Workers.  We need volunteers to host our table. I look forward to 
hearing from you!
   Your chapter’s board has been working hard to build interest and activity, but we need your 
participation. I am asking for support from more of  our members. We can use volunteers 
throughout the year, and it would be helpful if  we had a list of  names from which to draw.  Your 
skills and involvement are vital to the success of  our exhibition and presence at the February book 
fair. Certainly we need participation in the workshops Rebecca Chamlee and Sue Ann Robinson 
have planned for us.

Marlyn Bonaventure
GBW, California Chapter Chair
Email: california@guildofbookworkers.org
Website: gbwcaliforniachapter.wordpress.com 
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Contributions for the next newsletter 
are due by December 1, 2015. 

The Winter issue will cover the 
period from January to the end of  

March, 2016.

Please send items to newsletter editor 
Jean Gillingwators at  
jgwators@me.com.

The Newsletter is a publication 
of  the California Chapter of  
the Guild of  Book Workers 

and is distributed to its 
members. To become a member, 

write to the membership 
chairman, Guild of  Book 

Workers, 521 Fifth Ave., New 
York NY 10175, or go to                  
guildofbookworkers.org.

California Chapter Guild of  Book Workers
September 6, 2016 - October 16, 2016 Member Exhibition

Geisel Library, University of  California, San Diego

The California Chapter of  the Guild of  Book Workers invites members to 
participate in its Look, A Book! exhibition. 

For information, visit gbwcaliforniachapter.wordpress.com.

mailto:california@guildofbookworkers.org
gbwcaliforniachapter.wordpress.com
mailto:jgwators%40me.com?subject=newsletter
http://www.guildofbookworkers.org
gbwcaliforniachapter.wordpress.com
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   In August 2011, my wife 
Nancy and I moved to 
Cairo, Egypt where she 
began her job as Director of  
the University of  California 
Education Abroad Program 
for the Middle East for 
two years. The program 
was based at the American 
University of  Cairo. While there, I worked in the 
conservation lab in the Rare Books and Special 
Collections Library on campus, making clam shell 
boxes for photographs and restoring three photograph 
albums for Ola Saif, head of  the photographic archives.
   The conservation lab was on the fourth floor of  
the library (It has since moved to another floor.) 
on the new AUC campus in New Cairo, a large real 
estate development about an hour bus ride from the 
old campus on Tahrir Square. The campus, built in a 
neo-Mamluk style, opened in 2008.   
   The lab was large with well equipped. Particularly 
notable were the work tables, with polished granite 
slab tops, supported with steel legs. Four Egyptian 
conservators worked in the lab, managed by Mohamad 
Abu Bakr. He had worked in the lab since it was 
established in the 1990s and was trained by Don 
Etherington.    
   I was studying Arabic at the time and picked up a 
few Arabic binding terms. A skiving knife is called 

sakena ta’shir. They are made 
to order locally by the 
staff and look and operate 
differently than the knife we 
use. Instead of  pushing the 
knife, it is pulled across the 
leather, similar to a cobbler’s 
knife.  
   Most binding supplies in 
the lab are ordered from the 

United States or Europe. Binders board, leather, the 
skiving knives, and even a large press were made locally.  
In need of  leather for covering one of  the albums, 
Mohamed and Atef, a new hire in the lab, took me to 
the leather suq (market) where we purchased several nice 
skins, stopping on the way to drink some freshly made 
sugar cane juice.  
   It was a wonderful experience working in Egypt, and 
our two years there went by too fast.
Gardner photo from CSUN. Skiving knife photo by T. Gardner.

Member Spotlight

Tony Gardner, Two Years in Egypt
Los Angeles Printers Fair
October 3, 2015 10 AM – 4 PM

International Printing Museum
315 W. Torrance Blvd., Carson CA 90745 

Showcasing letterpress printing, book 
arts and paper. Working demonstrations 
& over 80 exhibitors selling hand printed 
cards & invitations, letterpress posters, 
artists prints, rare & limited edition books, screen printed shirts, 
wood type, printing supplies & more. Demonstrations of  letter-
press, screen printing, papermaking, typecasting & engraving! 
Largest Letterpress Equipment Swap Meet in the West with 
wood & metal printing type, ink, supplies, presses including 
Windmills, platens & Vandercooks! 
For tickets & info, visit printmuseum.org.

Antiquarian Book, Print, Photo, 
& Paper Fair
October 3, 2015 10 AM – 6 PM

October 4, 2015  11 AM – 4 PM

Pasadena Convention Center, Exhibit Hall B
300 E. Green Street, Pasadena CA 91101

Exhibitors will display and offer for sale a wide variety of  
Antiquarian rare and modern first edition books, prints, posters, 
vintage photographs, autographs, fine graphics, maps, manu-
scripts and many unique pieces of  ephemera. 
General Admission $8. Senior Citizens (62+ years) $5.00. 
Children under 12 free.

GBW Standards Seminar
October 15–17, 2015
Cleveland, Ohio
Presenters:
Christina Amato, Miniature Books
Andrea Peterson, Stenciled Pulp Paper
Bill Minter, The Meeting Guard
For information, schedule, and to register: 
guildofbookworkers.org.

CBAA Conference - Telling the Story
January 7–9, 2016
Nashville, Tennessee
For information, schedule, and to register: collegebookart.org.

UPCOMING EVENTS

www.printmuseum.org
www.guildofbookworkers.org
http://www.collegebookart.org
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BookArtsLA - Fall Calendar
October 10 & 11, Saturday & Sunday, 10 AM – 4 PM
Printerly Color, Pattern & Texture - A bound sampler of techniques taught 
by Jessica Spring. $250.

October 24, Saturday, 9 AM – 5 PM
Book Arts Intensive - One Day, Many Structures taught by Danita 
Rafalovich. Students will learn eight book structures. $165, 
includes all materials and supplies.

November 1, Sunday 
Open House and Dia de los Muertos Celebration. Make art and books, 
print on BALA presses, and celebrate! This is a free event and 
open to the public.

November 22, Sunday, 9 AM – 4 PM
Chinese-style Paper Screen taught by Paul Johnson. $200, plus $15 
materials fee to be paid to the instructor.

November 28, Saturday
Holiday Sale & Festival. Local artisan vendors offering hand-crafted 
gift items including artists’ books, journals, paper sculpture, 
exquisite hand made holiday cards, and other printed gifts. This 
is a free event, with items available for sale.

For more details and to register for a class: bookartsla.org

Ninja Press: Poetry & the Artists’ Book
Celebrating the publication of  On Rooks by Dennis Phillips

—a marriage of  poetics & the art of  the book—
a reading / a discussion / a showing of  books

Saturday, November 14, 2015  4 PM
Archetype Press at the Art Center, South Campus
950 S. Raymond Ave., Pasadena CA 91105

Workshops, Lectures & Exhibitions

CLASSIFIEDS

Gilding and Colored Edge Decoration 
Techniques
Taught by Karen Hanmer
Saturday & Sunday, November 7 & 8, 9 AM – 5 PM

BOOKARTSLA 
11720 Washington Place, Mar Vista, CA 90066

Decorated edges range from simple protection to a key design 
element. They can add a touch of  elegance—or any other effect 
the binder desires.
   In this two-day workshop students will experiment with a 
variety of  edge decoration techniques including several gilding 
techniques using gold leaf, graphite, and a variety of  techniques 
with color: solid color, sprinkling, sponging. Gauphering, 
sprinkling with metal leaf  and hot tooling on edges with foil, will 
also be presented.
   Each student must have: robust finishing press that clamps 
very tightly, gold cushion, gold knife. A detailed handout will be 
provided with instructions for all the techniques presented.
Workshop fee: $250.00 for California Chapter members and 
$275.00 for non-members + $60.00 material fee which will paid to 
Karen at the workshop. Fees refunded in full if  cancelled before 
October 7, 2015.
   Space is limited so register early. Deadline for registration is 
October 7, 2015.

To Register for GBW Southern California workshops:
Make checks payable to Guild of  Book Workers. Mail your 
payment and contact info to Barbara Wood, 3530 Mountain View, 
Los Angeles, CA 90066. Include your name, address, phone 
number and email address.
For questions contact Rebecca Chamlee at rchamlee@mac.com

Pall Bohne is selling to an individual, or donating to an 
institution for printing/bookmaking instruction:

GUILLOTINE PAPER CUTTER:  Peerless Gem, 30” bed. 
LIGHT TABLE:  29” x  52,” 40” high. The table can tilt.
HAMMOND SLUG SAW: with motor

Pickup only.

For information, telephone Pall Bohne at 909-987-4912 or 
Jean Gillingwators at 909-560-0429.

www.bookartsla.org
mailto:rchamlee@mac.com
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Scripps College Press is celebrating its 
75th anniversary!
Go to scrippscollege.edu/scrippspress for more 
information.

Please send ideas for Member Spotlight, workshops, field trips, or other book news to jgwators@me.com.

Box of Fireworks: Workshop with Paul 
Johnson
Co-sponsored by the Long Beach Museum of  Art and the 
California Chapter of  Guild of  Book Workers

Saturday, November 21, 2015, 9 AM – 4 PM

Long Beach Museum of  Art 
2300 E. Ocean Blvd., Long Beach, CA 90803

No one can wrest more surprise 
from a few pieces of  paper than 
Paul Johnson can. This class 
starts with participants making 
a paper origami box. Then you’ll 
construct an extending pop-up 
book that “grows” out of  the 
box. As you lift the book, pages 
pop out from the sides like a 
pyrotechnic display! It’s great fun 
to make and amazingly, requires 
only paper, scissors and glue.
Paul Johnson has taught 
workshops around the world, 
but this may be his last trip to 

the west coast in a long time. Don’t miss it! He is internationally 
recognized for his pioneering work in developing literacy through 
the book arts and is author of  over fifteen titles including 
recently, New Pop Up Paper Projects. He is a world-renowned paper 
engineer. In 2013 he received first prize and the Portnall Award 
in the complete book section of  the Society of  Bookbinders 
International Bookbinding Competition. His work is in many 
major collections in the United States, including the Cooper-
Hewitt Museum in New York and the Long Beach Museum of  
Art. 
   Space is limited to 12 participants. To register, please send a 
check made payable to the Long Beach Museum of  Art. Museum 
members and/or Guild members will receive a discount of  $50 
off of  the $200 workshop fee. To make a reservation for the 
workshop, please contact Alice Kim at alicek@lbma.org. To 
become a member of  the Long Beach Museum of  Art, please 
contact Matt Harms at matth@lbma.org or visit the Museum’s 
web site, lbma.org. For information about joining the Guild, 
please go to the guildofbookworkers.org. 
   Visit the Museum website for directions to the Museum. 
Parking is free in the designated Museum parking lot. Claire’s at 
the Museum Restaurant is open from 8 AM to 3 PM for breakfast 
and lunch. On view in the Museum’s Hartman Pavilion opening 
November 19 are exhibitions by Terry Braunstein (including 
altered books), Barbara Strasen, Lori LaMont, and more! 

Workshops, Lectures & Exhibitions

Save the Date: January 23, 2016 
GBW California Chapter Artist Tour, 
Meeting & Lunch
Long Beach artist Terry Braunstein will lead us on a tour of  her 
exhibit Where Is She? at the Long Beach Museum of  Art. The 
exhibit includes altered books. To learn more about the artist, go 
to terrybraunstein.com.

Exhibition Calendar
September 1-November 14, 2015: Submit Intent to Enter Form
May 31, 2016: Submit Entry Form, fee & digital photos
July 8, 2016: Notification of  acceptance will be sent
August 22-30, 2016: Entries due at Geisel Library
September 6-October 16, 2016: Exhibition!
September 10, 2016: Opening reception

Questions? Email us at california@guildofbookworkers.org
or visit our website at gbwcaliforniachapter.wordpress.com.

www.scrippscollege.edu/scrippspress
mailto:jgwators@me.com
mailto:alicek@lbma.org
mailto:matth@lbma.org
www.lbma.org
www.guildofbookworkers.org
www.terrybraunstein.com
mailto:california@guildofbookworkers.org
www.gbwcaliforniachapter.wordpress.com

