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Hello to All,

we are starting a new year and our focus is on energizing and encouraging our chapter members 
to share skills, talents, resources and friendship. Last year at our annual meeting, almost everyone 
brought work that they wanted to share which sparked so much interest and conversation among 
those attending. I am looking forward to more gatherings than just once a year. If  you are interested 
in attending our monthly board meetings you are welcome and your input and interest is appreci-
ated. Just let me know and I will send you dates as they are scheduled.

The chapter’s board members are working on plans for chapter exhibitions and we have sched-
uled workshops in various area of  book arts to meet the needs of  the different facets of  working 
with books. I encourage you to take advantage of  these.

We are also planning to co-sponsor events with the International Printers’ Museum and the 
Friends of  Dard Hunter. We will let you know as events become firm by email and they will also be 
posted on our website so check the Events and Workshop options often. (gbwcal.com)

We would like to ask for input from members so please feel free to send an email with 
your thoughts or requests that would help us in planning for our chapter’s events. (california@
guildofbookworkers.org)

My wishes for a wonderful new year, 

Marlyn Bonaventure 

california chapter board member, Richard Troncone, presented a program titled “Computer 
Basics: Preparing Images For Your Artist’s or Photography Books” on Saturday, December 17th at 
the Long Beach Museum of  Art. The free program, sponsored by the California Chapter of  the 
Guild and hosted by the museum and Sue Ann Robinson, was well attended and very informa-
tive. Among the participants were artists interested in using photography as an element in creating 
content for their artist’s books and other projects. The chapter’s goal is to provide education and 
other support for book artists, binders, printers and others related to the book arts which will hope-
fully encourage participation in planned exhibitions.

Richard discussed the pros and cons of  various cameras, scanners and printers showing a variety 
of  printed examples from different machines. He also explained how to shoot at the proper resolu-
tion and make sure that all the correct setting are in place on the camera, scanner and printer. He 
discussed paper types and their differences and the ability of  the images to withstand light and 
temperature differences.

Richard’s presentation precedes the arrival of  Carol Barton for a workshop in January which will 
examine the use of  photography and pop up book structures. Hopefully, participants will use the 
information from both these events to create books using photographic imagery with confidence. To 
find out more about Carol Barton’s upcoming workshop please check our workshop listings.

Marcia Moore

guild of  book workers :: california chapter :: winter 2011-12 :: no. 58

Contributions for the next newsletter 
are due by March 1, 2012. 

The Winter issue will cover the 
period from March 15 to the end of 

May, 2012.

Please send items to newsletter editor, 
Rebecca Chamlee at  
rchamlee@mac.com

The Newsletter is a publication 
of  the California Chapter of  

the Guild of  Book Workers and 
is distributed to its members. 
To become a member, write 

to the membership chairman, 
Guild of  Book Workers, 
521 Fifth Ave., New York, 
NY or go to http://www.
guildofbookworkers.org/
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If you wish to receive a hard copy of this newsletter mailed to you 

notify the newsletter editor at rchamlee@mac.com

GBW Sponsored Workshops in  
Southern California
Using Photography as an Element in Pop-ups and  
Carousel Books with Carol Barton

January 21 & 22nd, 2012 at the Long Beach Museum of  
Art from 9:00 -4:30.

Carol Barton, a master of  pop-up book techniques will  discuss 
incorporating photos into carousel books, which display well in 
an exhibition. In this two-day workshop we will do both pop-ups 
and a carousel model using photos.

Cost: $175.00 for members and $200.00 for non-members plus 
materials.  Minimum participation  is 8. Please register before 
January 7, 2012 for this class.

To Register: Make checks payable to Guild of  Book 
Workers. Mail payment and your contact info to Barbara Wood, 
3530 Mountain View, Los Angeles, CA 90066. Include your name, 
address, phone number and email address.

Cancellation:  Fees refunded in full if  canceled before Dec. 31, 
2011. For questions contact Marlyn Bonaventure at california@
guildofbookworkers.org

Save this date on your calendar

Biblio Tech: Reverse Engineering Historical and  
Modern Binding Structures with Karen Hanmer
August 25th and 26th, 2012

Location: To be announced

Workshop begins with a hands-on lecture on a set of  approxi-
mately twenty models of  various historical and modern binding 
structures, with a focus on methods of  board attachment. 
Similarities between historical and modern structures will be 
stressed. A chart giving brief  structural descriptions of  all the 
binding models presented will be provided to aid students in 
continuing their study.

Students will create five or six small models from the larger set. 
These models will remain unfinished so the sewing and board 
attachment are visible for future reference. A handout will be 
provided giving a rough outline of  the steps to create the models 
made in class.

Estimated cost: $210.00 for members and $235.00 for non-
members + $60.00 material fee.

Minimum participation is 8.

Registration information will be in next newsletter

Workshops, Lectures & Exhibitions

Frederic W. Goudy Lecture & Workshop
February 11th, 2012 at Scripps College

The Scripps College Press will be hosting a lecture and one-day 
workshop on Islamic papermaking, bookbinding and calligraphy

Frederic W. Goudy Lecture
Sheila Blair and Jonathan Bloom: Islamic Papermaking, 
Calligraphy and Bookmaking (7:00pm)

Saturday, February 11, 2012 7:00 PM in the Humanities 
Auditorium, Scripps College, Claremont, California

The Goudy Lecture is free and open to the public

Frederic W. Goudy Workshop

Sheila Blair and Jonathan Bloom with Colin Browne, Dr. Imad 
Bayoun, & Kristen St. John

Saturday, February 11, 2012, from 9:30 to 4:30.

Lecturers: Sheila Blair and Jonathan Bloom (Professors at Boston 
College)

Papermaker: Colin Browne, MFA in Book Arts (concentration in 
papermaking)

Calligrapher: Dr. Imad Bayoun (University of  California 
Riverside) 

Bookbinder: Kristen St. John, Book Conservator at UCLA 

Send a check for $75 for the workshop to:

Scripps College Press, 1030 Columbia Ave. Claremont, CA 91711

Dinner with the Goudy Lecturers and Workshop Leaders
Saturday, February 11, 2012 at 5:00 PM

At Scripps College, Claremont, California

Please make reservations by sending a $25 check for the dinner to: 
Scripps College Press, 1030 Columbia Ave. Claremont, CA 91711

For further information concerning these events, please contact 
Professor Kitty Maryatt at ScrippsCollegePress@gmail.com or 
look on the website www.scrippscollege.edu/campus/press which 
will be updated as more details are confirmed
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Workshops, Lectures & Exhibitions

San Francisco Center for the Book
Paper Space Book Release at Haines Gallery
January 5, 2012, 5:30 pm

Join us for the release of  Paper Space by Kota Ezawa, SFCB’s 2011 
Imprint Publications Artist in Residence. The release will coin-
cide with an exhibition of  Ezawa’s work at Haines Gallery.

Words for the New Year Open House
January 7, 2012, 1:00 pm
Please join us as we ring in the new year with an SFCB tradition. 
Longtime instructor Georgianna Greenwood will lead us through 

“Words for the New Year,” an activity to make your own talisman, 
and SFCB’s studios and gallery will be open to the public for 
visiting, viewing, and learning about our programming.

Talk with Artist in Residence Kota Ezawa
January 20, 2012, 7:00 pm
Join us for an evening with Kota Ezawa, our 2011 Artist in 
Residence. The artist will discuss his work.

“Left to Chance” Exhibition Opening and Artists’ Reception
Start: February 17, 2012, 6:00 pm
Join us for the opening of  this invitational exhibition, showcasing 
the ways in which luck, chaos, randomness, and other manifesta-
tions of  chance are employed in the creation of  a book art.

Hand Bookbinders of California 
“Binding Tour de France”
Feb 7, 2012

Pettingell Bindery, 2181 Bancroft Way, Berkeley, CA 

6:00 pm Board Meeting, 7:00 - 8:00 pm Photo Slide Lecture by 
Coleen Curry

Photo Slide Lecture by Don Etherington
March 2n, 2012 

San Francisco Center for the Book

6:00 pm Board Meeting, 7:00 - 9:00 pm Lecture

Workshop - Restoration of Cloth and Leather Bindings
March 5 - 9, 2012 

San Francisco Center for the Book

$750 per student for HBC members

Book Club of California in So Cal
Kevin Starr author of The Book Club’s 2010 publication, 
Clio on the Coast 

Thursday, January 19, 2012, 7:00 pm

South Pasadena Public Library, Community Room, 1115 El 
Centro Street, South Pasadena, CA 91030

This event is free and open to the public. No reservations 
necessary. 

Join the Book Club and the South Pasadena Public Library as 
we co-host an author night with Kevin Starr, the pre-eminent 
chronicler of  California life and culture and the author of  the 
Book Club’s celebrated 2010 publication, Clio on the Coast: The 
Writing of  California History, 1845-1945. Starr’s program will 
be the centerpiece of  the Annual Meeting of  the Friends of  
the South Pasadena Public Library, and the first of  the Club’s 
Centennial celebrations in Southern California.

The evening will include live music by Brad Colerick, a South 
Pasadena-based singer/songwriter, who will open the program 
with some classic songs about the Golden State. Refreshments 
will be served.

San Diego Book Arts
Free Lecture by Daniel Essig
Friday, February 17, 7:30 pm

McCoy House, Old Town State Park, Congress Street, opposite 
the trolley station

Wood Covers, Mica Pages
A workshop by Daniel Essig

Saturday, Sunday, Monday, February 18, 19, 20, 2012, 
9:00 am – 4:00 pm

Bay Park Press, 4138 Napier Street, San Diego  
$175 for members, $225 nonmembers

In this three-day workshop, using a variety of  tools, both manual 
and power, you will drill, shape, and smooth your book covers. 
For the pages we will use a combination of  paper and composite 
mica. The mica is a material designed for lamp shades, but also 
works well as an element in book arts and collage. Finishing 
includes sealing your wooden covers with milk paint and a 
coating of  wax, as well as adding a leather closure. As time 
allows, Daniel will share various features he includes in his own 
bindings and sculptural books.



~ 4 ~

7th Annual Seager Gray Gallery Artist 
Book Show
I am in the midst of  putting together my 7th artist book show 
which will be in April 2012. This year, We have moved the gallery 
to Mill Valley, a beautiful location. I will not have the numbers 
of  books I had in my previous shows – only about 25-30. I am 
interested both in beautifully crafted editions as well as altered 
books and work that expands the medium. Wall pieces and sculp-
ture as well.

There will be a catalog this year and the works will be shown 
by us, but not as handled as in the past because the crowds that 
come to the shows have grown too huge. 

Please send your submissions to donnalib@comcast.net. I want 
this to be a strong show. If  you see anything I might not be aware 
of, let me know!

Thanks so much,

Donna Seager, Seager Gray Gallery, 23 Sunnyside Ave., Mill 
Valley, Ca. 94941  415.384.8288  seagergray.com

BookArtObject Edition Four
Thanks to everyone who has responded to the recent call for 
artists to participate in BookArtObject’s Edition Four. So far 
around 30 artists have signed up to make a small edition of  
artists’ books in response to Sarah Bodman’s artists’ book “An 
Exercise for Kurt Johannessen”.

Participants are choosing a title each from the 100 short stories 
Sarah wrote and buried in a Danish wood. We’ve had replies from 
England, Scotland, Wales, Norway, Iceland, Canada, the USA 
and Australia, and there is room for more! If  you’d like to find 
out more about BookArtObject please visit the blog at http://
bookartobject.blogspot.com where you’ll find details of  current 
projects, past projects and even and FAQ page, plus links to our 
Flickr account which shows images of  every book we’ve made so 
far. This year BookArtObject Edition One was a finalist at the 
Southern Cross University Acquisitive Artists’ Book Awards in 
Australia, and was acquired for the permanent collection of  the 
State Library of  Queensland, while Editions Two and Three had 
their turn in an exhibition at the Impact 7 international interdis-
ciplinary printmaking conference in Melbourne.

Signing up is easy: there’s an on-line form on the blog at http://
bookartobject.blogspot.com/2011/12/bookartobject-edition-
four-call-for.html

or you can email me at sara@sarabowen.net<mailto:sara@
sarabowen.net>.

Call for Entries

Guild of Book Workers 2012-2014 
Traveling Exhibition
The Guild of  Book Workers invites all members to participate in 
its 2012-2014 traveling exhibition, Horizon. Whether by contem-
plating the apparent horizon, personal horizons, or the horizon 
of  the book as a binding or an object, this exhibition will 
showcase the current work of  the members of  the Guild of  Book 
Workers while offering a glimpse into what is just beyond. Guild 
of  Book Workers members are invited to interpret “horizon” as 
broadly or as narrowly as they wish.

Online Entry Form:  
To enter your book(s) for the Horizon exhibit, please use the 
online entry form. The entry from will be available on January 
16th.

Intent to Enter:  
Closed, the Intent to Enter ended September 30. 

Jurors:  
Works will be juried from digital images. Submissions must be 
received between January 1 and March 1, 2012. Artists will be noti-
fied of  selection by April 15. Jurors will be Minnesota Bookbinder 
and Book Arts Instructor, Jana Pullman, University of  Utah 
Binding Instructor and Studio Coordinator in the Book Arts 
Program, Emily Tipps, and New Hampshire book artist and 
photographer, Rutherford Witthus.

Eligibility:  
All entrants must be members in good standing of  the Guild 
of  Book Workers at the time of  submission and carry a current 
membership throughout the entire run of  the exhibition. 
Member registration may accompany entry, along with entry fee. 
Entrants may submit one or two works. Entry fee for the first 
entry will be $30 and $10 for the second entry. Submitted works 
must have been created since 2009 and may not have been previ-
ously shown in a Guild of  Book Workers exhibition (Chapter 
exhibitions excluded).

Catalog:  
The Guild of  Book Workers will produce a full color printed 
catalog with photographs and descriptions of  each work, as 
well as biographies of  the artists. All exhibition participants 
will receive a complimentary copy of  the printed catalog. Please 
consider making a tax deductible donation to the catalog fund-
raiser. (Please indicate the purpose of  the donation is for the 
Horizon’s exhibit catalog.)
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Call for Entries

Third Annual Artist Book Exhibit 
April 6 – 28, 2012

Illahe Studios & Gallery, 215 Fourth Street, Ashland, Oregon

April is National Poetry Month, and we would like to cele-
brate the art of  the word, in the form of  Artist Books. Works 
submitted for this exhibit should display original design and 
execution. Submissions will be reviewed, and artists will be noti-
fied of  accepted works.

Entry Requirements: We are defining “artist books” as original 
works of  art created as a book. Submissions can be one-of-a-kind 
books or works from small editions and may be based in any of  
the following mediums or combinations of  mediums: poetry, 
prose, printmaking, painting, calligraphy, mixed media, photog-
raphy, sculpture, textile, found objects, and letterpress printing. 

Jurors: Susan Springer, Illahe Studios & Gallery, owner and 
ceramic artist; Kim Olson, Gallery Administrative Assistant; 
Cathy DeForest, Gallery DeForest, owner and book artist; Sabina 
Nies, book artist.

Application Deadline: February 1, 2012. Notification of  
Acceptance: February 15, 2011. Deliver accepted art to the gallery 
(shipment deadline): March 31, 2012. First Friday Opening 
Reception: April 6, 2012 5-8 pm. Exhibit closes: April 28, 2011.

www.illahegallery.com   541 488 5072    info@illahegallery.com

Artists Book Cornucopia, Abecedarian 
Gallery’s annual artists’ book exhibition 
The exhibition will be held April 20 - June 2, 2012 with an entry 
deadline of  January 31, 2012.

Tony White will be jurying this years’ entries. Tony White 
is the Head of  the Fine Arts Library at Indiana University 
Bloomington. He is an independent curator and book artist 
who has been involved in the field for 20 years. He is a founding 
board member of  the College Book Art Association and founder 
of  the Contemporary Artist’s Books Conference that has been 
held annually in New York City since 2008. He has served on the 
editorial board of  the Journal of  Artist’s Books and currently 
is Field Editor for Artist’s Books and Books for Artists for the 
College Art Association’s online reviews journal. His research 
interests include contemporary artist’s books, print culture, the 
intersection of  craft and contemporary art, and professional 
issues in art librarianship.

The full prospectus is available via PDF download from 
Abecedarian Gallery’s website www.abecedariangallery.com or you 
can email alicia@abecedariangallery.com to request a copy.

The Sixth Helen Warren DeGolyer 
Triennial Exhibition and Competition for 
American Bookbinding
Bridwell Library - Perkins School of  Theology, Southern 
Methodist University

The deadline for submissions is January 31, 2012.

The Helen Warren DeGolyer Exhibition and Award for 
American Bookbinding is the only event of  its kind in North 
America, and challenges bookbinders to submit their design 
proposals for a specific book in Bridwell?s collections, as well 
as a recent example of  their work. While the DeGolyer Award 
winner receives a commission to bind the book according to 
his/her design proposal, the jury also selects award winners for 
outstanding technique and artistic design. Open to all book-
binders who are American citizens living either in the U.S. or 
abroad.

2012 AWARDS AND PRIZES:

Helen Warren Degolyer Award For American Bookbinding
$6000 Commission

This award honors the entry that demonstrates the best of  
creativity and craftsmanship in the art of  fine bookbinding.

Award For Excellence In Fine Binding
$2000 Prize

This award recognizes a completed binding that demonstrates 
excellence in structure, technique, and selection and use of  
materials.

Award For Design
$1000 Prize

This award recognizes a design that demonstrates originality, 
effectiveness, and appropriateness to the selected text.

The book selected for this competition is: Thomas Kempis, Libri 
quatuor De imitatione Christi. Paris: Ex Typographia Fratris Regis 
natu proximi (Pierre-FranÇois Didot), 1788.

The Imitation of Christ is the most widely read Christian text after 
the Bible. 

Links to entry form and guidelines in left sidebar at: http://
www.smu.edu/Bridwell/About/DeGolyerCompetition.aspx

If  you have questions, please call (214) 768-3483 or e-mail  
bridadmin@smu.edu
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Guild of Book Workers, California Chapter

c/o Rebecca Chamlee
newsletter editor
6785 Cowboy Street
Simi Valley, CA 93063

CALL FOR PROPOSALS

The Book Club of California 2012 Centennial Symposium
Way Out West: Fine Printing & the Cultural History of the Book in California
October 18-20, 2012 in San Francisco

The Book Club of  California is a non-profit organization 
founded in 1912. It supports the art of  fine printing related to 
the history and literature of  California and the western states of  
America through publications, exhibitions, and public programs. 
The 2012 Centennial celebrations will feature an array of  special 
programs, including a traveling exhibition that reflects the story 
of  the Book Club; a luncheon in homage to BCC founders; and a 
symposium focusing on the history of  fine printing in California. 
As the Club moves into its Centennial and beyond, it continues 
the strategic mission to honor and promote the aesthetic and 
literary values unique to fine printing as created in California and 
the west.

The Centennial Symposium committee, inspired by the Book 
Club of  California’s past achievements and future possibili-
ties, invites proposals for presentations in the form of  panel 
discussions, individual lectures, and papers. We are looking for 
demonstrated excellence in research as well as material for inter-
esting, useful, thoughtful, and interactive sessions pertaining to 
fine printing and the cultural history of  the book in California.

Proposals should address ideas about knowing and learning from 
the past or strengthening the future of  the field of  fine printing—
cultures and traditions, innovations, collections, and communities.

PANEL PROPOSALS: We welcome proposals for panels on all topics 
relating to cultural aspects of  the book in California—past, 
present, and future

INDIVIDUAL LECTURE PROPOSALS: We welcome proposals for 
individual lectures on all topics relating to cultural aspects of  the 
book in California—past, present, and future

PAPER PROPOSALS: We invite researchers to present proposals for 
papers on all topics relating to cultural aspects of  the book in 
California—past, present, and future

DEADLINE: Submit Way Out West paper, panel, and lecture 
proposal forms to centsymp@bccbooks.org by 5 p.m. PST, Friday, 
January 20, 2012. Only email submissions will be considered. 
Authors will be informed of  acceptance in April 2012.


