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Dear Chapter Members,

Your Chapter Board continues to meet regularly to develop the proposal for a “set book” 
project. Several workshops for the coming year are in the discussion stages. A workshop on paper 
making by Elizabeth Holster was held the 16th & 17th of  July and another on photographs for 
books is being planned for December. As part of  our efforts to promote the Chapter we will have 
a booth at the October Los Angeles Printer’s Fair in Carson (http://www.printmuseum.org/
printersfair/general-information/).

This is the end of  my first year as Chair. The Board’s agenda has been full dealing with normal 
chapter business, organizing workshops, revising and updating the chapter web page, and beginning a 
set book project. I want to thank Marcia Moore for hosting the Board meetings at her home and all 
the Board members for devoting their Saturday’s for our meetings and their contributions to running 
the California Chapter.   

It is with regret that I am announcing my resignation as Chapter Chair. I will be leaving for 
Italy to attend the Montefiascone Conservation Project Study Program in July and August after 
which I will be moving to Egypt for two years with my wife who has been appointed Director 
of  the University of  California Education Abroad Program for the Middle East. The Chapter 
Guidelines do not have a procedure for replacing the chair in this situation. Marcia Moore and 
Marlyn Bonaventure have graciously agreed to serve as co-chairs of  the chapter. As current members 
of  the Board they have contributed greatly to Chapter business and will be excellent leaders for the 
remainder of  my term. One of  their first items of  business will be to call the annual meeting. Please 
give them your support. Thank you all.

Respectfully submitted,

Tony Gardner 
Chapter chair
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Contributions for the next newsletter 
are due by September 1, 2011. 

The Fall issue will cover the period 
from September 15 to the end of 

December, 2011.

Please send items to newsletter editor, 
Rebecca Chamlee at  
rchamlee@mac.com

The Newsletter is a publication 
of  the California Chapter of  

the Guild of  Book Workers and 
is distributed to its members. 
To become a member, write 

to the membership chairman, 
Guild of  Book Workers, 
521 Fifth Ave., New York, 
NY or go to http://www.
guildofbookworkers.org/

GBW California Chapter’s Annual Meeting
Our Chapter’s annual meeting has been planned for August 21st at 2:00 p.m. at the home of  
Marcia Moore in the tradition of  Bob Gohstandk’s summer garden parties. It’s always a great 
event to get together and share what we have been doing during the year, to visit and find out 
what is planned for the coming year.  

Please bring work that you have finished or started in the workshops that you’ve attended this 
year or projects that you are working on. Many of  you have ideas that may be in the model or 
mock-up stage. Sharing is a great motivator for inspiration and creativity and that’s how our 
chapter works best. 

Drinks and hors d’oeuvres will be served. Marcia’s address is 11836 N. Park Ave., LA 90066

rsvp would be helpful.

Marcia Moore, marcia@netjunki.org or Marlyn Bonaventure, marlynbonaventure@yahoo.com
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guild of  book workers california chapter 

The California Chapter 
has sponsored two 
workshops in Southern 
California so far this year.

The first one, the Limp 
Vellum Binding was in 
May and taught by 
Pamela Barrios. Pam 
supplied beautiful 
vellum skins which were 
light in color and not 
too stiff.

She began by having us sew the 
text block onto leather strips. 
When the sewing was finished 
a pattern was cut for the vellum 
covers and then we marked and 
punched the holes that the leather 
thongs would be laced through. 
We found that making the pattern 
first before cutting the vellum was 
a handy and a very vellum-saving 
step as many of  our covers ended 
up with holes in unwanted places. 
The nicest technique was at the 
corners which had an interesting and very neat hook that locked 
the foredge and head and tail turn ins together. Just a couple of  
small cuts and the corners lay flat.

Pam also demonstrated many decorating ideas which ranged from 
cutting shapes and exposing a contrasting layer underneath to hot 
stamping with the Kwikprint. We laced materials through slots 
and twisted strips of  vellum.

A 3 piece vellum binding was described and we were supplied with 
the instructions which is a good follow-up to the book that we 
worked on in class.

Pam was a very generous instructor and we appreciated her step by 
step demonstrations.

The second 
workshop was 
Papermaking for 
Books which was 
on July 16th and 
17th at Cal State 
University at 
Fullerton. Betsy 
Holster, who 
teaches book arts 
at the university 
shared her paper-
making lab for 
the workshop.

Betsy had prepared a number of  vats filled with beaten pulp which 
were each pigmented with different colors and were waiting for us 
in an outside patio. There were molds of  various sizes for pulling 
the papers as well as patterning tools and boards for stacking the 
pulled papers. Betsy showed us how the frames were made and 
demonstrated the process for pulling the fibers up and laying them 
out to form our sheets. She demonstrated how the fibers were 
prepared as she set up the Hollander Beater to prepare more pulp.

Pulp of  various colors were added onto already pulled papers 
to decorate the already colored paper. This was done by using a 
turkey baster and dropping on the color or lifting different colors 
on the screens and adding another layer to a paper.

Beautiful papers 
were made those 
two days. We went 
home wet and 
tired and excited 
for the next day. 
Too much fun was 
had by all.

Pattern for lacing thongs Betsy demonstrates dipping the mold and deckle into vat 
of paper pulp

Adding colored pulp to wet paper

Inside a limp vellum binding

Upcoming GBW California Chapter Workshops in Planning
We are planning 2 more workshops for this year that are still in the planning stage. Please look for them in email announcements and 
on the website: gbwcaliforniachapter.wordpress.com/

A second papermaking workshop with Betsy Holster at CSU at Fullerton which will be Pulp Painting. Techniques using pigmented 
pulp will be used as a drawing/painting medium using syringes and paint brushes for a painterly effect on pulled papers.

The next workshop planned will be a look at software and printing possibilities for making books using photography. This will be 
taught by Richard Troncone.
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International Printing Museum
Vandercook Letterpress I: Introduction
July 23 and October 8  
Learn the basics of  hand setting metal type and working with 
images before printing two small projects on a Vandercook Proof  
Press. Course is designed for the beginner interested in learning 
the fundamentals of  letterpress printing.

Vandercook Letterpress II: Advanced
August 13 and October 15  
This course will take your basic skills with Vandercook 
Letterpress and advance them with projects complex registration 
of  multiple colors; working with handset type, cuts and polymer 
plates; press adjustments; and problem-solving techniques to 
train your “printer’s eye” in order to achieve beautiful, high 
quality letterpress objects.

Printing on a Platen Press I
July 30, September 3 and October 22  
Learn the basics of  operating a floor model platen press. From 
locking up your form to simple press adjustments, you will learn 
ways of  correcting for all the mishaps that can occur as you move 
through the process on the way to your final project run.

Printing on a Platen Press II
August 6 and September 10  
In this class you will be shown how to correct for type that is 
not type high, easy techniques for multi-color registration jobs, 
what exactly is a work-and-turn or work-and-tumble, and other 
techniques to make your next letterpress project the talk of  the 
printing world.

Introduction to Papermaking
August 20 and November 5  
Learn the basic techniques for making your own paper, along 
with the history of  handmade paper in the Western tradition. 
You will make paper with inclusive elements and learn how to 
set it all up at home. Practical and portable papermaking will be 
emphasized. Prepare to get wet! 

Bookbinding Made Simple
July 23 and November 19  
Learn the techniques of  binding your books in the simplest of  
ways. There are a number of  book binding techniques that you 
will be shown so that you can decide the best way of  binding 
your precious volumes. Learn the nomenclature of  book binding 
and the which method is best for your project.

315 W. Torrance Blvd., Carson, CA 90745 
mail@printmuseum.org
www.printmuseum.org/book-arts-classes/bookarts-classes/

San Diego Book Arts
Priscilla Spitler, The Clamshell Box
Saturday and Sunday, July 23, 24, 9:00 am – 4:00 pm 

The drop-spine box, popularly known as the clamshell box, 
opens like a book. It is constructed with an outer case, which 
has two interlocking trays attached to it. Versatile, it can be used 
to protect and house books, prints, photos, or other unusual 
objects. Each student will first make a pre-cut 8-1/2 x 11 inch box 
to learn the sequence of  assembly and covering. Then they will 
have an opportunity to custom make a box for their own personal 
item, no bigger than 11 x 15 inches, by 1-1/2 inches deep. All 
boxes will be covered in bookcloth, and lined inside with paper. 
A clamshell box is a three-dimensional object, and will require 
spatial thinking and some precise measuring and hand cutting. 
Simple and useful techniques will be taught to ease this challenge. 
No prerequisite, but binding experience is a plus for this class.

Twining Binding: A workshop by Roberta Lavadour
Saturday & Sunday, Sept. 24, 25, 2011, 9:00 am – 4:00 pm

Learn an innovative binding structure that was designed by the 
instructor. The Twined Binding employs a timeless technique that 
is seen in Plateau baskets, medieval tapestries and other items 
created by cultures across the globe. The finished books feature 
a rich, all-over pattern on the spine and the structure is ripe for 
development of  variations on the basic design.

McCoy House, Old Town State Park Congress Street, opposite 
the trolley station 

$175.00 members, $225.00 non-members

3rd Annual LA Printers Fair
Saturday, October 1, 2011; 9:00 am-5:00 pm
The fair supports the non-profit International Printing Museum 
and its educational mission and is suitable for all ages. Students, 
Educators, families, enthusiasts, collectors, typophiles, biblio-
philes, graphic designers, artists and professionals will enjoy 
the varied demonstrations and array of  vendors. Children are 
welcome but need to be accompanied by an adult at all times. 
Even if  you’ve been to the Museum before, you’ll see new 
vendors and materials at the Fair. 

International Printing Museum
315 Torrance Boulevard, Carson, California 90745
310-515-7166; http://www.printmuseum.org/printersfair/

Workshops, Lectures & Exhibitions
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San Francisco Center for the Book
First Thursdays Poetry Readings
August 4, 2011, 6:00 PM
Brought to you by Deconstructed Artichoke Press and SFCB, 
these quarterly readings feature new and upcoming local poets.

Meet the Teachers
August 18th, 2011 7:00 PM
Get to know our talented instructors and view their work outside 
the classroom at this informal open house.

Printer’s Night
August 30, 2011, 6:00 PM
Meet local printers at this informal salon. Featured printers and 
community members bring current projects for discussion and 
camaraderie. This month features Painted Tongue Press!

Roadworks
September 24, 2011

Stay tuned! We will be announcing the Roadworks 2011 featured 
artists shortly, as well as featured activities, vendors, and all the 
exciting elements that make up the Roadworks experience.

San Francisco Center for the Book 
300 De Haro Street, San Francisco   
415-565-0545   
info@sfcb.org

Hand Bookbinders of California 
July 11 – September 2, 2011 

The Book Club of  California presents the  Hand Bookbinders 
of  California 39th Annual Exhibit

Guided tours of  the exhibit will be held at The Book Club of  
California  at 11:00 a.m. on the following dates: Thursday, July 
21st, Thursday, August 4th, Tuesday, August 9th

RSVP to HBC member Judy Houghteling at  
judy@signah.com or 415-447-5750

The Book Club of  California 
312 Sutter Street, Suite 500 
San Francisco, CA 94108

Workshops, Lectures & Exhibitions

The Art of the Book in California:  
Five Contemporary Presses
June 1 – August 28, 2011

Cantor Arts Center, Stanford University 

The Cantor Arts Center at Stanford University presents 
an exhibition, “The Art of  the Book in California: Five 
Contemporary Presses,” featuring the “new book,” as defined by 
contemporary art practices, successful experiments with media, 
and innovative structures in book production. The exhibition 
includes some of  the most significant works by: 

* Foolscap Press (Peggy Gotthold and Lawrence G. Van Velzer) 
of  Santa Cruz

* Moving Parts Press (Felicia Rice) of  Santa Cruz
* Ninja Press (Carolee Campbell) of  Sherman Oaks
* Peter Koch Printers (Peter Rutledge Koch) of  Berkeley
* Turkey Press (Harry and Sandra Reese) of  Isla Vista. 

Catalogue available from peterkochprinters.com. 

More information at museum.stanford.edu/news_room/book-
as-art.html

upcoming exhibition opportunities 

Abecedarian Gallery  
Visual Journals - (open entry)
Submission deadline August 1, 2011 (or until filled) 

Hand Lettered - (invitational) 
Deadline to submit works for consideration August 8, 2011  

Submission for both of  these exhibitions is via digital file upload. 
Details about all exhibits can be found at this link:  http://bitly.
com/dVrwOj  Please do not send images or information about 
your work via email. If  you have problems with the online form, 
or have questions that aren’t answered in the show prospectus’ 
please let me know.  

Alicia Bailey, Abecedarian Gallery 910 Santa Fe Dr, #101 Denver, 
CO 80204 USA Phone: 720.282.4052 or 303.340.2110  
Email: alicia@abecedariangallery.com
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Call for Entries

Uncommon Threads: The Handicrafts  
in the Book and Paper Arts
One of  the best aspects of  working in the field of  book and 
paper arts is the chance to work with such varied artistic mate-
rials and techniques—even traditional handicraft techniques. 
Think of  knitting, embroidery, sewing, beading, felting, needle-
work, stitching, quilting and any other myriad possibilities. 
Combine these techniques or materials with a strong concept,  
meaningful content, a story to tell or a compelling narrative and 
we have a new era in the book and paper arts. This exhibit is 
open to hand crafted book and paper arts related works created 
as either edition or one-of-a-kind. Artist books, sculptural books, 
book objects, altered books,  zines, broadsides and sculptural 
pieces are all encouraged.

Submissions are due by midnight August 13, 2011

A complete call for entries for Uncommon Threads can be found 
at http://www.23sandy.com/uncommon_threads/callforentries.
html

The Decorated Book:  
Continuing a Tradition
The Athenaeum of  Philadelphia is a library and museum 
founded in 1814. Its legacy collections, surviving from the 19th 
and early 20th centuries, include rich holdings in designed bind-
ings. The Decorated Book invites artists, through the medium of  
the book, to explore and respond to book covers from the legacy 
collections of  the Athenaeum. Selected items from the designed 
binding collections, including work by Margaret Armstrong, 
Olive Grover and the studio artists of  Decorative Designers, are 
emphasized in this call. See the scans or visit the Athenaeum 
from 9 to 5 Monday through Friday, at 219 South 6th Street, 
Philadelphia, PA. The proposed books may be editioned or 
one-of-a-kind, artist books, book objects, altered books or zines 
but must in some way respond to the specified items from the 
designed binding collection posted on the Athenaeum website 
and on view at the museum.

Application deadline: Postmarked by October 24, 2011

For additional information please see:  
http://www.philaathenaeum.org/competition.html

Bind-O-Rama 2011 
Artistically Reversible: Where Conservation and Art Meet
For ideas and more context please see the article in The Bonefolder, 
Vol 7, by Charles Gledhill, the Tomorrow’s Past web pages, and 
this post at the Riverlark blog entitled Old wine in new bottles. 
Links to all provided at: 
http://bonefolderextras.blogspot.com/2011/02/bind-o-rama-
2011-artistically.html

To participate, please select the book you will treat/rebind 
carefully, keeping at the forefront the needs of  book and your 
skills as a binder and/or conservator. For complete entry details 
see: http://bonefolderextras.blogspot.com/2011/02/bind-o-
rama-2011-artistically.html

Deadline for entries Oct 31, 2011.

“Alphabet Soup”
O’Hanlon Center Gallery, September 2011

Exhibition Dates: September 6 to September 29, 2011

Juror: Kathleen Burch, Book Artist, Letterpresser, and 
Co-Founder of  the San Francisco Center for the Book

Entry Fee: $25 for O’Hanlon Center for the Arts’ Members,  
$30 for non-Members, for up to three pieces.   

Love to play with letters, poetry, fonts, text, or written symbols 
into your art? Are you a fan of  upcycling book pages, stenciling 
communiqués onto your art, or letterpressing in general? Then 
show us how creatively you can integrate elements of  words into 
your work and let’s elevate the unsung hero of  all our communi-
cation: the mighty alphabet! 

Media: Any media including photography or video. Must be 
ready to hang or display. Video entries must include projection 
or playing equipment.  All works should be labeled with artist’s 
name, telephone, medium, size, and price, if  for sale.

Dates for exhibition entries: September 2, 2011 
For more info: Call Megan Wilkinson at 415/388-4331, or email 
megan@ohanloncenter.org  

O’Hanlon Center for the Arts 
616 Throckmorton Avenue, Mill Valley, CA 94941 
Tel (415) 388-4331  Fax (415) 381-3128 www.ohanloncenter.org

If you wish to receive a hard copy of this newsletter mailed to you notify the newsletter editor  
at rchamlee@mac.com or 805.584.2227. 

All further newsletters will be sent via email unless a printed, mailed copy is requested. 
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newsletter editor
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Events celebrating the 70th Anniversary of the founding of The Scripps College Press
Frederic W. Goudy Lecture
Saturday, September 17, 2011

The Goudy Lecture will be given by Kathleen Walkup, titled Still 
covered with ink: Nuns, widows, mavericks & other passionate printers at 1:30 
p.m. in the Humanities Auditorium followed by a panel discus-
sion at 2:30 p.m. and reception at Clark Humanities Museum at 
3:30 p.m. Scripps College, Claremont, California

Kathleen Walkup will give a one-day Goudy Workshop
Sunday, September 18, 2011 from 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Details will be forthcoming shortly.

Women Over 25: Printing Letterpress for over 
a Quarter of a Century
August 25–September 21, 2011

The Scripps College Press is celebrating the 70th anniversary of  
its founding by the Class of  1941 this year and will host a number 
of  events. In this exhibition, we honor women whose books we 
have collected in Denison Library, and who have been printing 
by letterpress for at least 25 years and are still printing and/or 

teaching letterpress. Viewing books made as an artistic and/or 
literary endeavor is an excellent way to give students an overview 
of  a contemporary woman’s point of  view on a variety of  themes 
and issues. The books will be selected by Professor Kitty Maryatt, 
aided by Librarian Judy Harvey Sahak, from the excellent artist 
book collection at Denison Library. A reception at the Museum 
will be held immediately after the panel discussion on Sept. 17.

The Medieval Rôle in the Contemporary Artist Book:  
Exhibit at the Clark Humanities Museum
January 17–February 22, 2012
Reception:  September 17, 2011 3:30 p.m.

Because Denison Library and Honnold Library hold a remarkable 
collection of  medieval manuscripts and incunables, finely printed 
books, and artist books, we can trace medieval attributes persisting 
in contemporary artist books. The selections for the exhibition 
of  such books will be made by the students in the Core III course, 

“The Medieval Rôle in the Contemporary Artist Book.” 

For further information concerning all these events, please contact 
Professor Kitty Maryatt at kmaryatt@scrippscollege.edu


