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This winter concluded with Tini Miura’s workshop on decorating paper in February. With spring 
upon us we have a very interesting workshop scheduled for May with Pamela Barrios teaching limp 
vellum structure. Future workshops in the planning stages are pulp painting, wet bound paper 
books, and creating papers for books. Check the chapter web site for the latest information:  http://
gbwcaliforniachapter.wordpress.com/

Your chapter board has been meeting almost monthly since January to develop the proposal for a 
“set book” project. Rebecca Chamlee has generously offered to print the book once we identify a 
text. We have some tentative exhibition venues in southern California, but are still looking for venues 
in northern California. If  you have any suggestions, please send them to me or one of  chapter 
officers.

In order to facilitate production and distribution of  the newsletter, we hope to eventually phase out 
the hard copy and send all members a digital copy. Hard copies will then be produced on demand 
for those without access to the digital copy or who continue to prefer receiving a hard copy.

Respectfully submitted,

Tony Gardner
Chapter chair
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Contributions for the next newsletter 
are due by June 1, 2011. 

The Summer issue will cover the 
period from June 15 to the end of 

August, 2011.

Please send items to newsletter editor, 
Rebecca Chamlee at  
rchamlee@mac.com.

The Newsletter is a publication 
of  the California Chapter of  

the Guild of  Book Workers and 
is distributed to its members. 
To become a member, write 

to the membership chairman, 
Guild of  Book Workers, 
521 Fifth Ave., New York, 
NY or go to http://www.
guildofbookworkers.org/

You must notify the newsletter editor at rchamlee@mac.com or 805.584.2227 
if you wish to continue receiving a hard copy of this newsletter mailed to you.

All further newsletters will be sent via email unless a printed, mailed copy is requested. 



gbw sponsored workshops in southern california

Vellum Demystified: Limp Vellum 
Binding with Pamela Barrios
May 21 & 22, 2011, 9:00 am – 5:00 pm 
New Roads School, 3131 Olympic Blvd. 
Santa Monica 90404

We will make a full 
limp vellum structure, 
a slightly simplified 
version of  Christopher 
Clarkson’s classic style. 
We will sew paper 
signatures onto leather 
thongs (for lacing 
into the cover) and 
complete the connec-
tion with a simple 
back-bead endband, 
also over leather 
thongs.

What I hope to bring to this workshop is my sense of  familiarity 
with vellum, and I hope you leave with the same confidence. 
We will have fresh new vellum for a book, but I will also bring 
various scraps to demonstrate with, and that you can practice/
experiment with to build confidence.

We will make a paper template for each step of  the vellum cover, 
for both folding and trimming, and making the lacing holes 
before touching the vellum.

The tools I use are common. Linoleum block cutting tools or 
woiodblock tools work well. Various X-acto blades, scalper 
blades, and Olfa knives are suitable for vellum.

With our new vellum skills, we will make a plaquette as a sampler 
of  designs for vellum. For decorating vellum, its’s important to 
know what’s achievable for vellum and for each of  us individually. 
I’ll spend a little time explaining a few really good choices for 
vellum design, and bring templates that you can copy, or you can 
design your own.

With common tools (Japanese hole punches are nice; others will 
also work) we will be able to punch lovely circles, cut-out designs, 
and create a woven pattern with paper or leather strips. These 
essential methods will inspire quite a few designs.

Register before May 7th. Please consider registering early so the 
vellum can be ordered at one time. 8-12 Maximum

Cost: $195 for GBW members or $225 non-members + material 
fee $50. We will supply the vellum.

Cancellation: Fees refunded in full if  canceled before May 7th.

Papermaking: Creating Papers for Books  
with Elizabeth Holster
July 16 & 17, 2011, 9:00 am – 4:30 pm  
California State University at Fullerton

Elizabeth Holster is an Associate Professor in the Visual Arts 
Department and currently teach Book Arts and Papermaking at 
Cal State Fullerton. She has been making paper and books since 
the 1970s. Her current work uses accordion folded board books 
and handmade paper to explore the relationship of  tree structures 
to freeway overpass and underpass structures.

Creating Papers for Books
We will be creating paper from a range of  fibers, varying the 
densities and additives to change the paper characteristics. To 
create these papers, plant fibers will be beaten in a custom-built 
Hollander beater to create pulps in various colors, using moulds 
and deckles, and an antique screw press. The resulting papers can 
be used as beautiful pages and/or book covers.

All materials will be provided. We will experiment with konnyaku 
(devil’s tongue) to treat the paper, and a wide range of  fibers, 
pigments and additives.

Bring a flat board to stack your paper on and a plastic bag to 
wrap it in.

* Optional – bring any well dried “additives” to use as inclusions 
in the papermaking process. This would include dried leaves, 
flowers, sticks, yarns.

Cost: $125. for GBW members or $135. non-members. Register by 
July 7th.

A fee for materials of  $25.00 paid to Elizabeth Holster at the 
workshop.

Cancellation: Fees refunded in full if  canceled before July 7th. 
Minimum 6.

To register for Southern California GBW sponsored workshops, 
mail payment to:

Barbara Wood 
3530 Mountain View 
Los Angeles, CA 90066. 

Make checks payable to Guild of  Book Workers. Please include 
your name, address, phone number and email address. For 
questions contact Barbara Wood at welkewood@yahoo.com or 
marlynbonaventure@yahoo.com



San Francisco Center for the Book
First Thursdays Poetry Readings
May 5, 2011, 6:00 – 8:00 PM
Brought to you by Deconstructed Artichoke Press and SFCB, 
these quarterly readings feature new and upcoming local poets.

Exhibition Opening: Blanket Impressions
May 6, 2011, 6:00 – 8:00 PM
Join us for the opening reception of  Blanket Impressions: Brad 
Freeman, Clifton Meador & the Offset Printed Artists’ Book, 
featuring a gallery tour with curator Steve Woodall.

Printer’s Night
May 12, 2011, 6:00 – 8:00 PM
Meet local printers at this informal salon. Featured printers and 
community members bring current projects for discussion and 
camaraderie. This month features Andie Thrams!

Beyond Gutenberg: The “Black Art” Exposed
June 17, 2011, 7:00 – 9:00 PM
Lecture & multimedia presentation by Grendl Löfkvist.

Blanket Impressions Lecture: The Offset Printed Artists’ Book
June 22, 2011, 7:00 – 9:00 PM
Join us for a lecture with artists Brad Freeman and Clifton 
Meador on their work in the Blanket Impressions Exhibition.

Blanket Impressions Lecture at Mills College: Johanna 
Drucker on the Artists’ Book
June 23, 2011, 7:00 – 9:00 PM
Join us for a lecture with artist Johanna Drucker, in conjunction 
with the Blanket Impressions Exhibition & Symposium.

Blanket Impressions Symposium Closing Event at SFCB
June 24, 2011, 6:00 – 8:00 PM
Curator Steve Woodall will lead a gallery tour as we celebrate a 
week of  Blanket Impressions classes and events.

Moveable Type: Free Letterpress Demo in a Studio-in-a-Truck 
outside of SFCB
July 9, 2011, 12:00 –6:00 PM
Join Kyle Durrie for an afternoon of  printing demos, studio 
tours, and tall tales about life on the road in her mobile letter-
press studio.

San Francisco Center for the Book 
300 De Haro Street, San Francisco   
415-565-0545   
info@sfcb.org

Workshops, Lectures & Exhibitions

International Printing Museum
Vandercook Letterpress I: Introduction
May 28
Learn the basics of  hand setting metal type and working with 
images before printing two small projects on a Vandercook Proof  
Press. Course is designed for the beginner interested in learning 
the fundamentals of  letterpress printing.

Printing on a Platen Press I
April 30 and June 18
Learn the basics of  operating a floor model platen press. From 
locking up your form to simple press adjustments, you will learn 
ways of  correcting for all the mishaps that can occur as you move 
through the process on the way to your final project run.

Printing on a Platen Press II
June 25
After learning all about platen press printing in Printing on a Platen 
Press I you will find that there is a lot more to operating a platen 
press. In this class you will be shown how to correct for type that 
is not type high, easy techniques for multi-color registration jobs, 
what exactly is a work-and-turn or work-and-tumble, and other 
techniques to make your next letterpress project the talk of  the 
printing world.

Beginning Printmaking: Monotype/Collagraph
June 4
Explore the unlimited image and print possibilities with a variety 
of  approaches to monotype and create low-relief  plates to make 
unique collagraph prints.

Coptic Book Binding
April 30, 1:00 to 4:00 pm
$75.00 ($60.00 for LA Book Arts Guild members)
The coptic structure is a non-adhesive exposed spine binding. It 
opens flat and makes a lovely journal or sketchbook for yourself  
or as a gift. Richenda Brim will teach you various techniques of  
this exquisite method of  binding your book’s page together in a 3 
hour workshop. Ms. Brim is the proprietor of  Clementine Press 
and is extremely familiar with this technique of  book binding. 

Clam Shell Box Construction
June 25
Learn how to properly construct one of  the more beautiful styled 
boxes used to house your precious books and valuables because 
they help seal out dirt and dust. A number of  techniques will be 
shown in construction methods and how best to show off your 
designs for maximum effect.

315 W. Torrance Blvd., Carson, CA 90745 mail@printmuseum.org
www.printmuseum.org/book-arts-classes/bookarts-classes/



Pacific Center for Book Arts  
Printers Fair 2011
May 7, 2011, 9 Am – 3 Pm, 2011

Fort Mason, San Francisco

We are planning a mini swap meet in the smaller bay room at 
fort mason for 2011, and encourage you to bring under-utilized 
printing supplies and equipment for trade or sale. The swap area 
will be staffed so you can have your table too. 

San Francisco Artists’ Book Installation
through May 31, 2011

Portola Branch Library, 380 Bacon Street, San Francisco

“Crossing the Street” is a collection of  interactive artist’s refer-
ence books on the Portola District in San Francisco. The 
collection was created by Kate Connell and Oscar Melara, in 
collaboration with their neighbors in the Portola and with the 
San Francisco Public Library.

Inspired by the richness of  their neighborhood’s story, Connell 
and Melara worked to document it in a variety formats and 
media. The final collection includes a pair of  hand drawn graphic 
novels, a silk book ofskies, an atlas, and a tunnel/diorama hybrid 
book among others. 

You can view the collection at: http://www.madeintheportola.
org/crossing_street-books.html

“Art of the Book” Exhibit
Saturday May 21, 2011 -  Sunday July 3, 2011

Front Porch Gallery, 2903 Carlsbad Blvd., Carlsbad    

This exhibition will feature invited artists whose work will 
represent a broad range of  book arts, providing insight into 
contemporary practices. Approximately thirty works will be 
chosen for display in the gallery.

http://www.frontporchgallery.org

San Diego Book Arts
Book Arts Faire 
May 1, 2011, 1:00 – 4:00 pm

UCSD Geisel Library, Seuss Room, Mandeville Special Collections

You are invited to enjoy an afternoon of  artist’s books, demon-
strations, information and fun . . . everything you want to know 
about book arts . . . learn about typesetting, letterpress printing, 
leather binding, book restoration, fine press books, collaborative 
books and more . . . win prizes, art & book works, restaurant 
dinners, or a vacation condo stay in our silent auction and raffle. 
All proceeds benefit SDBA education programs.

FREE parking on Sundays! Bring a friend!

Free lecture by Alicia Bailey
Friday, May 13, 2011, 7:30 pm 

McCoy House, Old Town State Park, San Diego

Corralling Content
A workshop by Alicia Bailey

May 14 – 15, 2011, 9:00 am – 4:00 pm 

McCoy House, Old Town State Park, San Diego

This workshop presents a variety of  tools and strategies to keep 
a project moving forward by maintaining a connection with the 
original concept while allowing exploration of  new ideas that 
surface during the work process.

In the weeks before the workshop, participants will be given a 
preliminary assignment via email and will begin the workshop 
with a book concept in place. The workshop will include discus-
sion about content development, decision-making strategies for 
the presentation of  an idea in the form of  a sculptural bookwork 
and production of  a finished book or model.

Alicia Bailey is a studio artist with 30 years experience working in 
a variety of  disciplines. Her work has been exhibited worldwide 
in hundreds of  solo and group exhibitions. Her artists’ books 
have appeared in various publications and are held in numerous 
private and public collections throughout the United States. 
As a long time officer on the Guild of  Book Workers Executive 
Committee and as director of  Abecedarian Gallery, she works 
diligently at exhibiting, teaching and promoting book arts and 
related craft. More at www.aliciabailey.com.

$175.00 members, $225.00 non-members

To reserve your place, send a check (made out to SDBA) to Al 
Rodríguez, 736 Sutter Street, San Diego, CA 92103. Non-member 
price includes a one-year membership in SDBA, valid through 
December 2011. 

Workshops, Lectures & Exhibitions

The Art of the Book
Sixth Annual Exhibition of Handmade Books, Altered Books 
and Book Related Works
March 18 - April 30

Donna Seager Gallery, 851 Fourth Street, San Rafael

We believe that these works offer an experience of  art unlike any 
other. It is an experience that is interactive, intimate and rich. 



Call for Entries

Artists’ Books 2011 Exhibition
June 13 - July 23, 2011

Cuesta College Art Gallery, San Luis Obispo

This will be our eleventh year of  bringing artists’ books to the 
central coast of  California and we are hoping to make this years’ 
exhibition is our largest yet.

We expect to include around 100 artists’ books in this year’s 
show. Because we have so many books submitted each year, we are 
asking artists to get their books out as soon as possible. This will 
assist us in the design and construction of  the exhibition.

This exhibition is a juried competition (only in that we look to 
keep the number of  books down to a manageable size).  But, we 
will make an effort to show as many books as possible by as many 
artists as possible.   There are no cash awards, only open eyes and 
open hands awaiting the opportunity to interact with your book 
forms. 

Remember, this will be a hands-on exhibition, so please under-
stand that visitors will be handling your books. (Gloves will be 
provided)

If  you wish to have the books for sale, please list the selling price. 
There will be no commission charges. (But donations to the 
gallery would be accepted)

The exhibition dates are July 11th – August 26th, 2011. All entries 
must arrive to the address below, no later than June 30, 2011.

All entries must include a signed loan agreement, a return address 
label, and return postage. 

I would like to take this opportunity to applaud all the artists 
included in this year’s exhibition for your artistic generosity and 
commitment to building more awareness to the artists’ book and 
the multitude of  forms and sensibilities it can express.

This exhibition could not continue to meet its goal of  bringing 
the books to the people year after year without the dedication of  
artists such as you. 

I can promise all the visitors to the exhibition will thank you as 
well. 

David Prochaska 
Cuesta College 
Fine Arts Department 
San Luis Obispo, CA 93403-8106 
(805) 546-3100 ext.2756 
dprochas@cuesta.org

Charlene Matthews Bindery
Spring Classes/Workshops 2011

Classes are on Saturdays from 11am to 4 – 5pm.  Each class is 
$140.00 (no lab fee)  To reserve a class, a deposit of  $70.00 is 
required (check made out to Charlene Matthews.)  Refunds 
are only honored if  cancelled one week prior.  Please bring a 
box lunch or eat take-away from Astro Burger across the street.  
Coffee supplied, just bring your own cup. There is plenty of  
parking in the back.

Classes are limited to 4 – 5 students.  Beginners are welcome, 
experienced students are encouraged to go beyond the class 
agenda, and use my bindery equipment as needed. Bring tools if  
you have them, please put your name on them.

Also, if  you are working on pages for a book, and just need 
direction on how to bind it, bring your pages to any class. You do 
not have to do the same binding as everyone else.

ALL CLASSES ARE SUBJECT TO YOUR WHIM.  Collage, extra sewing, 
strange holes, devises, and plain old binding are encouraged.

Beginning Fine Binding.  
April 30, 2011

Blank signatures, sewn onto recessed laces, laced into cover 
boards, and then covered in a nice book cloth.  Various types of  
endpaper treatments and headbands will be  overviewed.  If  you 
are familiar with a Sharfix, leather for spine and corners will be 
available.

Beginning Book Restoration or Book Alteration
May 21, 2011

Please discuss this with me on enrolling.  BUT, please do not 
think to bring a book in five or six pieces, we are really just 
working on disjointed spines, hinges and basic paper repair.  If  
you are interested in taking apart books for alteration, this class 
will work for you too.  

Charlene Matthews Bindery 
5720 Melrose Avenue 
Los Angeles  
323-962-2109

Workshops, Lectures & Exhibitions



Guild of Book Workers, California Chapter
c/o Rebecca Chamlee
newsletter editor
6785 Cowboy Street
Simi Valley, CA 93063

Richard Ovenden Lecture Now Online
The 2011 Foxcroft Lecture by Richard Ovenden on the Book Arts 
in the 21st Century research library can now be downloaded from 
the website of  the State Library of  Victoria at http://www.slv.
vic.gov.au/node/3557

In the age of  the iPad and Kindle, the future of  the printed book 
is under threat. Distinguished librarian Richard Ovenden of  
Oxford’s Bodleian library examines the relevance of  the physical 
book, and the ‘book arts’, in the digital age and in the context 
of  a 21st-century research library. Is there still a place for design, 
typography and illustration? Is the quality of  paper, ink and 
binding still important?

Richard also discusses the works of  significant pioneers and 
contemporary innovators in the book arts.

Richard Ovenden FRSA FSA is keeper of  special collections and 
director of  the Centre for the Study of  the Book at the Bodleian 
library. The library was founded in 1602 by Sir Thomas Bodley. 
Generations of  famous scholars and writers have studied there, 
including five kings, 40 Nobel Prize winners and 25 British prime 
ministers.

This Foxcroft Lecture was held on February 15, 2011.

Request for nominations for 2011 GBW 
Awards
May 1 deadline

The GBW Awards Committee is now soliciting nominations 
for the 2011 Laura Young and Lifetime Achievement awards. The 
Laura Young Award is given to a member who has served the 
Guild in an outstanding manner.

The Lifetime Achievement Award is given to anyone, member or 
not, for service to the profession of  the book arts.

A list of  previous GBW award recipients and bios of  last year’s 
recipients Frank Mowery and Gary Frost are online here:  
http://www.guildofbookworkers.org/about/awards.php

Please send nominations along with a few sentences about the 
nominee’s contributions to the Awards Committee. Nominations 
will be accepted until May 1, 2011.

Thank you for your participation in this process.

Frank Mowery, Chair   fmowery@folger.edu 
Don Glaister   don@foolsgoldstudio.com 
Karen Hanmer   karen@karenhanmer.com


