
~ 1 ~

Quarterly Newsletter
California Chapter

chapter cO-chairs 
Marlyn Buenaventure 

Marcia Moore
Newsletter Editor 

Rebecca Chamlee
Treasurer 

Barbara Wood
Secretary 

Marcia Moore
Programs 

Marlyn Bonaventure 
Information Technology 

Rich Troncone 
Exhibitions 

Charlene Matthews
ex-officio representative 
for Northern California

Thomas Schwartzburg

from 
 the Chapter Co-Chairs
Dear Chapter Members,

Our Chapter has had a busy summer with a paper-making workshop given by Betsy Holster, our 
Annual Chapter Meeting held at Marcia Moore’s home, we represented our Chapter with a booth at 
the International Printers’ Fair in Carson and The GBW Standards of  Excellence which was held in 
Boston.

So briefly a little detail:  
Betsy’s workshop at CSU at Fullerton was very productive and much fun. We made papers in 

so many colors and combinations. Betsy has agreed to give a second workshop on Pulp Paper which 
will be on October the 29th and 30th. It will be very interesting to see the variety of  books that will 
be made using these papers.

The Annual Chapter meeting was a delightful garden party in Marcia Moore’s beautiful yard.  I 
thank members for attending especially those from San Diego who traveled so far.  It was a pleasure 
to meet all the new members who have recently joined our chapter. There was an interesting variety 
of  books brought to share and talk about and the various techniques used. Thank you to Marcia for 
offering her home.

We decided this year to make more of  an effort for outreach and took a booth at the 
International Printers’ Museum’s yearly Printers’ Fair. There was much interest in the model books 
we brought which were in the various binding structures and formats. We hope to encourage those 
interested in printing to also consider the binding aspect and our guild. There was a turnout of  
about 1200 people and we do plan to participate again.

The Guild of  Book Workers’ Standards of  Excellence in Bookbinding (the whole title) was in 
Boston this year and it is such a lovely city. The tour that I took included the Boston Athenaeum 
which was lead by Jim Reid-Cunningham. Jim shared the architectural history of  the building and 
gave us a tour of  the library floors, the conservation lab and a close look at some of  the fine bind-
ings from their Special Collection. Next we went to North Bennet Street School. We were shown 
through all the different programs of  hand crafts taught at the school. Jeff Altepeter lead the tour 
though the bookbinding studio. The students generously answered our questions and shared their 
work showing us the binding models that are part of  the program.

The “Standards” workshops were all very informative and well presented. They were Islamic 
Bookbinding by Katherine Beaty, Scratching the Surface (working with wood) by Daniel Essig, 
Edition Binding by John DeMerritt and Conservation of  19th Century Bindings by Todd Pattison. 
All wonderful structures, ideas and very usable techniques.  

Next year “Standards” will be in Salt Lake City, UT.  

Upcoming:
We have planned a lecture on Computer Basics: Preparing Images for your Artists’s or 

Photography Books which will be given by Richard Troncone.   It has been planned for Dec. 3 but 
we have run into a problem with an available venue.  We are still planning to offer it but the place 
and/or date may change so please check our website for the final details. www.gbwcal.com
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We have planned quite a few workshops for the coming 
calendar year and they are listed on a following page in this issue.  
Much work goes into setting up these workshops so I encourage 
you to please consider supporting these events.  

The Board has also begun plans for a set book which we 
will print and an exhibition to follow. Also, there are plans for 
an exhibition of  books which use photography which is cospon-
sored by the photo lab A&I (hence the photo element).  

Our plans are ambitious but exciting and we are hoping to 
generate that enthusiasm within the chapter so I encourage you 
all to help when you can. Also, consider taking a board position.  
Just know we all work together; no one does a job alone.

As ever,

Marlyn Bonaventure and Marcia Moore
Chapter Co-chairs

from the co-chairs
continued from page 1

GBW Sponsored Workshops in  
Southern California
Pulp Painting
October 29th and 30th. Location Cal State Univ. at Fullerton 

In this workshop we will be making paper by hand and then 
using pigmented pulps to paint with paper pulp – the result 
is beautiful paper that appears to have been decorated in some 
mysterious fashion because when pressed, the pulp painting and 
paper sheet bond into a single sheet! 

Elizabeth Holster is an Associate Professor in the Visual Arts 
Department and currently teaches Book Arts and Papermaking at 
Cal State Fullerton.  She has been making paper and books since 
the 1970s.  

Cost: $145. for GBW members or $165. non-members. Additional 
material fee of  $25 to instructor. Minimum participation  is 8.  
Space still available contact Marlyn at california@guildofbook-
workers.org

Computer Basics: Preparing Images for your Artists’  
or Photography Books

December 3rd, 2011 from 10:00-12:30.  Location to be announced.  
Check the chapter website:  www.gbwcal.com

Rich Troncone will present helpful ideas and tools using your 
home computer and printer to get the best results with photos 
as part of  you book layout.  If  you’ve wanted to add your 
own photos as imagery in your books but needed some basic 

information this 2 hour lecture will be of  help.  The topics Rich 
will cover include taking the best possible photos with your 
digital camera and scanning existing printed photos, file types 
and sizes, image resolution, printer choices, ink and paper selec-
tion. An overview of  desktop publishing and post processing 
software will be presented along with a demonstration of  various 
printers.

This lecture is sponsored by the California Chapter of  the Guild 
of  Book Workers.  Richard Troncone is our chapter’s Information 
Technology Chairperson.  He has set up our website and keeps 
us current on the internet.  

This lecture is free.  RSVP for seats and you will be updated on 
any changes.  california@guildofbookworkers.org

Using Photography as an Element in Pop-ups and  
Carousel Books with Carol Barton
January 21 & 22nd, 2012 at the Long Beach Museum of  Art from 
9:00 -4:30.

Carol Barton, a master of  pop-up book techniques will  discuss 
incorporating photos into carousel books, which display well 
in an exhibition.  In this two-day workshop we will do both 
pop-ups and a carousel model using photos.

Cost: $175.00 for members and $200.00  for non-members plus 
materials.  Minimum participation  is 8.  Please register before 
December 31, 2011 for this class.

To Register: Make checks payable to Guild of  Book 
Workers.  Mail payment and your contact info to Barbara Wood, 
3530 Mountain View, Los Angeles, CA 90066. Include your name, 
address, phone number and email address.

Cancellation:  Fees refunded in full if  canceled before  
Dec. 31, 2011. 

For questions contact Marlyn Bonaventure at california@
guildofbookworkers.org

Biblio Tech: Reverse Engineering Historical and  
Modern Binding Structures with Karen Hanmer

Fall of  2012 (Date not set at this time)

Workshop will begin with a hands on lecture on a set of  
approximately twenty models of  various historical and modern 
binding structures, with a focus on methods of  board attach-
ment. Similarities between historical and modern structures will 
be stressed. A chart giving brief  structural descriptions of  all 
the binding models presented will be provided to aid students in 
continuing their study.

    Students will create five or six small models chosen from the 
larger set, as time permits. These models will remain unfinished 

continues on page 3
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International Printing Museum
Bookbinding Made Simple
November 19  

Learn the techniques of  binding your books in the simplest of  
ways. There are a number of  book binding techniques that you 
will be shown so that you can decide the best way of  binding 
your precious volumes. Learn the nomenclature of  book binding 
and the which method is best for your project.

Clam Shell Box Construction
November 26

Learn how to properly construct one of  the more beautiful styled 
boxes used to house your precious books and valuables. These 
boxes are one of  the best ways to house your letterpress projects 
because they help seal out dirt and dust. A number of  techniques 
will be shown in construction methods and how best to show off 
your designs for maximum effect.

Printing on a Windmill
December 3

Spend the day learning to operate the fastest, most productive, 
and most complicated of  all platen presses —The Heidelberg 
Windmill. You’ll learn everything from oiling the press to setting 
up for a run and printing your cards. You will be taught by indus-
trial trained professionals with years of  experience.

Some letterpress experience advisable. Windmill manual required 
and are for sale at $20 for enrolled students.

315 W. Torrance Blvd., Carson, CA 90745 
mail@printmuseum.org
www.printmuseum.org/book-arts-classes/bookarts-classes/

Workshops, Lectures & Exhibitions

so the sewing and board attachment are visible for future refer-
ence. A handout will be provided giving a rough outline of  the 
steps to create the models made in class.

Estimated cost:  $210. for members and $235. for non-members + 
$60. material fee.  Minimum participation  is 8.

gbw southern california workshops
continued from page 2 San Francisco Center for the Book

Third Thursdays Open House: Artist Trading Cards with 
Courtney Cerruti
November 17, 2011, 6:00 PM – 10:00 PM

Explore your creative side at SFCB! Our Third Thursdays Open 
Houses are fun drop-in events for our community. All are 
welcome. At this open house, artist Courtney Cerruti will lead an 
“artist trading cards” activity.

Holiday Fair
December 10, 2011, 11:00 AM – 5:00 PM

Third Thursdays Open House: ‘Tis the Season to Send by Post 
with Jennie Hinchcliff
December 15, 2011, 6:00 PM – 8:00 PM

Explore your creative side at SFCB! Our Third Thursdays Open 
Houses are fun drop-in events for our community. All are 
welcome. This open house features book artist Jennie Hinchcliff  
leading us in a mail art activity!

Hand Bookbinders of California 
39th Annual Members’ Exhibition
November 1 – December 16, 2011

Mechanics Institute Library, 57 Post Street San Francisco, CA.
Nov 1:  6:00 pm Board Meeting, 7:00 – 9:00 pm Reception

San Diego Book Arts
Free Lecture by Laura Wait
Friday, November 4, 7:30 pm

McCoy House, Old Town State Park, Congress Street, opposite 
the trolley station

Free Lecture by Daniel Essig
Friday, February 17, 7:30 pm

McCoy House, Old Town State Park, Congress Street, opposite 
the trolley station

Wood Covers, Mica Pages
A workshop by Daniel Essig

Saturday, Sunday, Monday, February 18, 19, 20, 2012, 
9:00 am – 4:00 pm

Bay Park Press, 4138 Napier Street, San Diego  
$175 for members, $225 nonmembers
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Folded Fiction 
2011
A literary exhibition of  
embellished PRESSMAN’S 
CAPS

Folded, painted, stitched, 
glued, (please, no glitter!), 
made from your favorite 
newspaper, and based upon 
your favorite novel.

For more information, 
including video and print 
instructions go to:   
www.alicesimpson.com/
www.alicesimpson.com/
FOLDED_FICTION.html

Deadline: November 30, 2011

Include with entry:  
Name and address. 
Title and one sentence  
about yourself  and your cap 
$10 per entry

Caps will not be returned

Exhibition: TBD

Send to: 
Alice Simpson 
1010 Sycamore Avenue 
Unit 219 
South Pasadena, CA 91030 
alice@alicesimpson.com

Call for EntriesMake a Pressman’s Hat!
It’s easy to make a hat just like the ones the pressmen used to wear to keep ink out of  their hair. 

1. Start with a single double 
page of  standard size 
newspaper folded once to 
standard newspaper size. 
With the crease at the top, 
fold the corners in until 
they meet at the center of  
the page. Crease the new 
folds.

2. Fold a single thickness of  
the open edge up one inch 
and crease. Fold the same 
flap again as far as it will 
go and crease.

3. Turn the entire hat over 
with the point away from 
you.

4. Fold the outside edges 
towards the center and 
overlap. The further the 
overlap, the smaller your 
hat will be.

5. Fold lower corners up to 
the bottom of  band and 
crease.

6. Fold bottom piece up 
across the band and crease. 
Tuck end into band to 
form brim of  the hat.

7. Fold the triangular section 
down and tuck into brim. 
Crease.

8. Open the hat and flatten 
inner area to create a rect-
angular shape. Square brim 
and tuck remaining points 
under.

9. Crease corners square on 
all four sides.

Compliments of Cy Stapleton, Quick Printing Magazine and Helene’s Hotline
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Call for Entries

If you wish to receive a hard copy of this newsletter mailed to you 

notify the newsletter editor at rchamlee@mac.com

Designer Bookbinders 2nd International 
Bookbinding Competition 
in association with Mark Getty and the Bodleian Libraries, 
Oxford, Great Britain June 2013

It is with great pleasure that Designer Bookbinders announces 
its 2nd International Bookbinding Competition in association 
with Mark Getty and the Bodleian Libraries, Oxford. Binders 
worldwide are invited to enter. There will be no set book. Instead 
the Competition will have the theme of  Shakespeare. Binders 
may choose any edition of  Shakespeare?s work in any language. 
They can choose his dramas, his poetic works, a single play or a 
collected volume, or a text relating to his life and work.

INFORMATION AND ENTRY RULES 

Entry fee: GBP 75 

Registration and payment can be made in two ways: By Post: 
completing the enclosed Registration Form and returning it using 
one of  the 3 payment methods indicated on the Form, or Via 
Designer Bookbinders website: by completing your Registration 
Form online and using the PayPal method of  payment at www.
designerbookbinders.org.uk.

PRIZES 

Two major prizes will be awarded in honour of  Sir Paul Getty 
KBE (1932-2003), who was one of  our greatest book collectors and 
was a passionate advocate for the art and craft of  bookbinding. A 
further 25 highly-commended entrants will receive a silver prize 

SCHEDULE 

Registration Forms must be completed, signed and sent back 
with full payment by 10 December 2011.

Your finished binding must arrive in Oxford by 30 September 
2012. Your name, or any kind of  identifying personal mark or 
symbol, must NOT appear on any part of  your submitted binding. 
Except for edge-gilding, all work submitted must be made 
entirely by the individual binder. Any binding made by more than 
one individual will not be accepted. 

All information enclosed can also be downloaded from our 
website at www.designerbookbinders.org.uk 

Time Travelers / Historical Book 
Structures
BookWorks Gallery is seeking work for an upcoming show of  
handmade books with the theme of  Time Travelers / Historical 
Book Structures.

Preference will be given to bindings based on the artist?s personal 
research into an historical structure, including design sensibilities 
and techniques.

Exhibit will showcase works with technical skill and artistic 
expression within an historical framework. Focus on books made 
by hand, based on structures from the birth of  the book to the 
encroachment of  the machine-assisted binding.

We hope to present a range of  cultural traditions and periods, 
showing how books have developed and changed over time and 
distance. We’re in search of  books that go above and beyond 
examples made in classroom or workshop settings.

Juror: Jana Pullman, bookbinder, book conservator and book 
arts instructor, is the featured juror. (http://aboutthebinding.
blogspot.com/)

Exhibition Dates: January 10 - February 29, 2012 in the 
BookWorks Gallery. Asheville BookWorks will also create an 
on-line gallery.

Entry Requirements: Artists may submit up to three entries. 
Digital images must be received no later than December 9, 2010. 
Artists accepted for the exhibition will be notified via email by 
December 16, 2010. The gallery reserves the right to decline any 
accepted artwork upon delivery if  the condition or quality is 
other than represented in the electronic entry.

To Submit; Artists may submit up to three digital images for each 
piece entered in this show (a total of  nine images).

Images should be 640 x 480 pixels @ 72 dpi. Please label files as 
‘yourlastname_1a.jpg’, ‘yourlastname_1b.jpg’, ‘yourlastname_1c.
jpg’, ‘yourlastname_2a.jpg’, etc. Your last name is followed by the 
artwork number, which corresponds with the entry number on 
the entry form. The a, b, or c letters indicate additional views. 

Along with the images, please submit a digital copy of  the entry 
form posted at www.ashevillebookworks.com/events/gallery. 
Please send your images and entry form to gallery@asheville-
bookworks.com.

Fee: A $15 non-refundable entry fee covers up to three works. You 
can pay using PayPal (send to info@ashevillebookworks.com) or 
with a cc by phone (828) 255-8444.

Asheville BookWorks, 428 1/2 Haywood Road, Asheville, NC 
28806.  828-255-8444  ashevilleBookworks.com  
laurie@ashevilleBookworks.com
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Guild of Book Workers, California Chapter
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newsletter editor
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The Multi-lingual Bookbinding/Conservation Dictionary Project 
A new and exciting collaborative project created by Suzy 
Morgan and Peter Verheyen, it is an international dictionary of  
bookbinding and conservation dictionary, currently presented 
as a Google Docs spreadsheet that is viewable by anyone. The 
goal of  this project is to combine, in one place, all the known 
bookbinding and book conservation terminology, in as many 
languages as possible. We are also including both current and 
archaic terms, to make the dictionary useful for both practicing 
conservators and bookbinders, as well as book history scholars.  
There are already a variety of  multi-lingual dictionaries in exis-
tence, but none so comprehensive as what we envision for this 
project.  In essence, we have taken every available multi-lingual 
dictionary of   bookbinding, conservation or library words, and 
combined them. We are not seeking to define these terms, but 
rather provide a simple tool for translating words that can be 
used together with other tools such as Google Translate. An 
example might be viewing a binding tutorial in German, trans-
lating it via Google, and then using this list to translate those 
binding specific terms that will not translate. Or, you have a basic 
reading knowledge, but it is the specific terms that are missing 
and not to be found in common dictionaries.

However, we have also found that some words have different 
translations (or no translation at all!) according to different 
dictionaries, which is where we need your help!  We are very 
interested in finding collaborators to help us fill in the gaps in 
those languages other than English and German, and cross-check 
existing words in those languages for accuracy.

At the moment, due to the limited collaborative editing features 
of  Google Docs, we are not allowing others to directly edit the  
dictionary, but will gladly accept editing suggestions via email. 
Eventually, we would like to add official editors for each language, 
who will be able to directly edit the dictionary in Google Docs.  
If  you are interested in becoming an official editor of  the 
dictionary, please feel free to email me (suzyemail@gmail.com) 
with a brief  explanation of  your linguistic background, book-
binding/conservation knowledge, and spreadsheet proficiency.

To see the results of  our efforts please go to: 
http://www.philobiblon.com/dictionary.shtml

Please feel free to use this for your research purposes, send us 
your words, and let us know if  you feel that you have the skills to 
seriously contribute to this project.


