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From the President

Southern California is reveling in a fabulous winter--mild 
temperatures, gentle breezes, a nice bit of rain to keep things 
green.  The citrus crop is bountiful, and those with trees are 
desperately unloading surplus fruit on all and sundry.  Much of 
the nation has had a tough few months, so this should help us to 
remember why we stick around.

The Chapter Board has met twice so far this year to discuss 
activities and the Standards of Excellence seminar in San 
Francisco in October.  We can report on a number of 
interesting developments.

First of all, thanks to the efforts of our Information Technology 
Coordinator, Richard Troncone, working with our Newsletter 
Editor, Marlyn Bonaventure, our Chapter web site is up and 
running at http://www.gbwcal.com.  I suggest that we all 
bookmark the site since the coming months may see some 
reallocation of material between the internet site and the printed 
newsletter.  To get maximum benefit and news, check both.

In the area of workshops, we plan to concentrate on shorter, one-
day events which will emphasize and review basic skills and on 
non-fee seminars which anyone may attend to share information 
and practice a particular technique (a good way to refine your 
expertise to the point that you can offer a workshop!).  Look for 
announcements about forthcoming events of this kind (I hope to 
host a seminar on hand-tooling soon).  Charlene Matthews has 
posted her one-day workshop schedule on the web site.  Take a 
look.

Joe Giangrande, our Exhibitions Chair, is planning at least one 
major Chapter exhibition, to be held in the spring of 2010, quite 
possibly at Cal State Northridge, as well as smaller, “show and 
tell” events which will combine an opportunity to show off your 
work and have a pleasant social gathering.  The first one of these 
is planned for this summer and will be announced in due course.

Standards preparations- a call for help from 
the membership---

While our Northern California members are doing a fabulous 
job with the main body of the preparations for Standards, the 
Southern California area members of the Guild are handling a 
number of tasks, including:

1. The welcoming program for first-time attendees, under the 
leadership of Charlene Matthews.  She will need help, so please let 
me know if you are interested.  

2. Volunteers are also needed for general convention duties--
working at the reception desk and helping presenters, etc.  I am 
building a volunteer list--please contact me 
(robert.gohstand@csun.edu).

3. A third concern is that those of us in the “south” have accepted 
the assignment to produce centerpieces for the banquet tables.  
This effort is being led by Tini Miura.  The successful execution 
of the design will demand a lot of volunteer participation, so we 
are planning a centerpiece party sometime this summer and will 
also be soliciting the help of everyone willing to assemble 
components at home.  More information on this will follow on 
the web site and in email announcements.

Looking forward to getting together,
Bob

1000 Cranes
The table decorations, as Bob said, are being handled by the 
Southern California contingent and we are asking for help with 
one element of this because many hands.....  You know..... and it 
will be fun.
We would like to gather 1000 origami cranes.  The more people 
that help the more likely it will be to accomplish our goal.  You 
can use any color paper (the more varied the more interesting) 
and we would like them to be between 1 1/2” to 3” in finished 
height at the tail.  If you could finish  them  with the wings 
either up or down they  will be flat and can easily be mailed in a 
large envelope.  You can begin  now and we will gather them as 
they come in..  Send them little by little or all at once to:  
Barbara Wood, 3530 Mountain View., L.A., CA 90066-1922 

The following are websites that offer wonderful directions if you 
need them. (And there are others on the internet)

Step by step photos
monkey.org/~aidan/origami/crane/crane

Step by step animated directions
origami.org.uk/origamicrane

Hint:   According to my  cranes...
               A 2” sq will yield c a  3/4” tall crane -(small but cute)
               A 4” sq will = 1  3/4” tall crane
               A 6” sq will = 2  3/4” tall crane
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  Treasurer’s Report

FISCAL YEAR 7/1/07 - 6/30/08
Starting balance    $ 5,654.64
   Income - Dues                               $ 840.00
   Expenses- Newsletter (3 issues)     $ 325.89
Ending Balance     $ 6,168.75
CURRENT FISCAL YEAR TO DATE  (13 March 2009)
   Income - Dues                            $ 400.00
   Income - Workshops                  $ 1,210.00
   Expenses - Newsletter (3 issues) $ 288.57
   Expenses - Workshops               $ 950.00

CURRENT BALANCE WITH GBW - $ 6,540.18
ASSETS ALSO INCLUDE PETTY CASH BALANCE 
OF $ 113.20
Submitted by Barbara Wood   
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 The Canadian Bookbinders and Book Artists Guild is pleased 
to announce a new title in its Home Study Programme:

Marbling: A Guide to the Craft of 
Watercolour Marbling

 by Shelagh Smith

The course is comprised of a 160 page manual (including 63 
colour and 43 B+W illustrations) and three instructional 
DVDs. This is the most comprehensive home study marbling 
course currently available. It provides a complete introduction to 
the basics of marbling including materials, methods, colour, 
design, and technical process. The DVDs provide three hours of 
instructional material with Shelagh Smith, videotaped by Ellen 
Spears. While the emphasis is on watercolour marbling there are 
in addition short sections on oil colour, acrylic and gouache 
marbling, and marbling on fabric, clay, and wood. The manual 
also provides recommended reading and suppliers lists.

Cost: $250.00 CBBAG members, $310 Non-Members* ($320 
for U.S./overseas address),  PLUS Shipping & Handling
*includes one-year CBBAG membership
To purchase this CBBAG Home Study course go to 
www.cbbag.ca/HomeStudy.htm

ßßßßßß

 Calligraphy Lecture at the 
San Francisco Public Library

Thursday, April 2, 2009; 6:30 p.m.-7:30 p.m. 

Calligraphy: Art or Craft and Does It Really Matter? Presented 
by Charles Pearce
This presentation will be held in the Latino/ Hispanic 
Community Meeting Room B, Lower Level, Main Branch, San 
Francisco Public Library, 100 Larkin St., at Grove (Civic 
Center). For more information, please call (415)
557-4560. sfpl.lib.ca.us/

Our New Chapter Website

Following in the tradition of the various chapters of the Guild of 
Book Workers, the California Chapter now has its own website.  
It can be reached at : 
http://coolpalimpsest.stanford.edu/byorg/gbw/chapters/
california/index.htm or if that is too long to remember you can 
always use the shorter version http://www.gbwcal.com.   There 
you will find listings about our Events and Workshops, copies of 
all back issues of our Newsletters, and soon to be added, 
Resources for all your bookbinding needs.  Please visit the 
website and click on Contacts if you would like to submit entries 
for listings.

ßßßßßß

Los Angeles Times Festival of Books
in Association with UCLA

All you need are books
Welcome to the 14th Annual Los Angeles Times Festival of 
Books, the country’s largest literary event.
For one weekend in April, authors, fans, publishers, musicians 
and  celebrities come together to celebrate 
their love for the written word.

• 140,000 attendees
• 450+ authors
• 300+ exhibitors
• 900+ volunteers
• 100+ author panels
• 6 outdoor stages
• 2 children’s areas

For more information see:
www.latimes.com/extras/festivalofbooks
Saturday, April 25 • 10 am to 6 pm
 Sunday, April 26 • 10 am to 5 pm
 UCLA Main Campus
Admission to the Festival of Books is free. Parking is $9.

ßßßßßß
Bookbinding Tips

Paste Making 
After you have made your paste and are allowing it to cool in a 
mixing bowl, place plastic wrap directly onto the paste to stop a 
skin for forming on the top as it cools.  Once  the paste has cooled 
enough to touch, place a silk scarf over the empty storage  bowl 
you are going to transfer the paste to.  Scrape the paste from the 
mixing bowl into the scarf inside the storage bowl.  Pull up the 
sides of the scarf twisting to form a ball at the bottom.  Gently 
squeeze the paste through the scarf into the bowl.  This is a great 
way to make smooth lump free paste.  Store paste in the 
refrigerator.
Joe Giangrande
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WORKSHOPS
San Francisco Workshops

Contemporary Design Techniques with Helene Jolis
June 22 - 26 - An HBC event  at Havilah Press
To register:  Judy Kohin, American Academy of Bookbinding  
aab@ahhaa.org

For many more workshops visit  www.sfcb.org/php/classes.php

ßßßßßß
Los Angeles Workshops

with Charlene Matthews
binderess@yahoo.com
Class Schedule for Winter/Spring 2009.
Classes are held on Saturdays from 10am to 4pm -(5pm).  Each 
class is $130.00 all materials included.  $70.00 payment to be made 
to secure your spot, the rest on class date, no refunds if canceled 
less than 10 days.  Class size is limited to four people.
April 4.  Coptic bindings.   Long stitch variations.
April 25.  Fine Binding.
May 23.  How to take apart a book and rebind it in another way.
June 6.  Basic clamshell boxes, covered in cloth.
June 20.  Backing cloth with paper and other cloth variations for  

bookbinding.
For full descriptions of these and other classes with Charlene 
please check our new chapter’s website:  www.gbwcal.com

San Diego Workshops

Workshops, Lectures & Tours 
San Diego Book Arts
Gail Rieke, Free Lecture
 Friday, April 24,09, 7:30
Color Collage Adventure a workshop with Gail Rieke 
 Sat. & Sun., April 25 & 26, 2009, 9:00 am–4:00 pm 
$150 members, $190 nonmembers
The Art of Transfers: Discovering the Possibilities.  A 
demonstration and workshop by Chris Cozen 
Acrylics from A to Z: Sat, May 23, 09, 9:30–11:00
Transfer Class, Parts 1 & 2: Sat., May 23, 09, 1:00 –5:00 & Sun., 
May 24, 09, 10:00 –3:00
  Location:   Pat D’Arrigo ARTS Center, 2820 Roosevelt 
Road, Suite 106, Liberty Station, Point Loma 
For full description visit: 
www.sandiegobookarts.com/Workshops

ßßßßßßßßßßßßßßßßß

GBW Workshop

Sunday, May 3, 11:30 - 5:00
3 Non-Adhesive Bookbinding Structures 
given by Marlyn Bonaventure in Orange, CA

This workshop will focus on the handling of  basic tools and materials.  You will leave this class with 3 book models which can be adapted 
for journals,  poets’ chapbooks, artists’ books, etc.  
All materials will be provided.  Open to members and non-members.
Fee: $20. + $10. materials. 

To register complete the following form and send along with a check for $30. 00 made  payable to Guild of Book Workers to:  
Bindery/Charlene Matthews, Programs, 5720 Melrose Avenue, LA, CA 90038

Further information will be emailed (or post mailed if preferred)  when registration is received.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Yes, I want to attend 3 Non-Adhesive Bookbinding Structures, May 3, 2009

Name____________________________________________Address_________________________________________________

Phone_________________________________Email___________________________________________
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Double Elephant Folios
John James Audubon: “Birds of America” , “Botanica Magnifica”, “Tulipae Hortorum”

Tini Miura

I like to read and enjoy the physical pleasure of holding a book which opens easily and stays that way because 
of its own weight.  I have bound about 15 miniature bindings in my life and unbound a set of the three, John 
James Audubon:  Birds of America, double elephant folios about 25 years ago.  These volumes were shipped to 
my studio in Tokyo directly from the Audubon Society in New York.  They were then insured for $ 7,500,000.- 
and I was happy when no earthquake hit, no water pipes burst and the rebinding went well and I was able to 
correct some of the mistakes a previous repair had done.  After the separation of the pages, photos could be 
taken and the 18 color printing on Twinrocker paper could be done for the facsimile edition on the occasion of 
Audubon’s 200 years birthday anniversary.  To put the books back into their own covers the pages had to be 
oversewn again and I had to pull the sewing thread 18 000 times through the original holes and needed a 
thick cloth bandage as not to cut through to the bone of my fingers when tightening.  My husband Einen 
needed a full year to make the giant sized 8600 marbled papers.

When the facsimile which I designed was published, the binding division of  Toppan in 
Tokyo encountered many problems.  The size was the big handicap. Special presses had to be built to finish 
the books and I would never have imagined that I will be using one of them 25 years later.

Out of the blue I got a phone call and was asked if  I could bind “Botanica Magnifica”, another double elephant 
folios.   I asked for 2 weeks of time before I can give an answer.  In none of the 6 countries I had lived 
previously before coming to the USA  could I find boards that were tall enough.
With the help of 2 friends, Bruce Kavin who told me about card stock that was tall enough and Mark Kirchner 
who glued it together in his garage by moving 350 pounds around on the surface to get tack it would be done.  I 
had to investigate and test various glues, interleaving paper that was heavy but smooth as not to rub the 
delicate prints on handmade Japanese paper, find batonets for the headbands thick enough to make up for 
the height of the standing squares.  Cover leather was another problem.  I did not want to use cow hide.  The 
Audubon books had already been repaired twice and throughout my career I had seen and learned that when I 
compared pig or goat skins  to calf that calf leather bound books usually loose the covers because they brake 
off at the joints.  Not using a large skin poses another problem.  The quality and longevity  with goat is 
guaranteed, but how  about the size? How to cover a huge book using 6 pieces of leather without being 
disturbed by the joining lines?  In the Audubon facsimile I had integrated into the design the seams the 3 
pigskin leathers made unavoidable. 

But at least they had been tall enough for the cover.  I know that it took the Japanese leather producer 3 month 
to select skins tall enough for the project.  3 skins was easy enough- but 6 skins on a cover needed another 
solution. I  had to use 3  pieces on the upper half and 3 on the lower.  Thinking about a problem before falling 
asleep is usually my best bet for a solution. I wake up and know what to do.  This was the case with the 
“Botanica Magnifica” too.  The pages had been hinged which extended the width even more and not all skins 
are equally big.  I asked Marc Lamb at Harmatan to select huge skins and like always I could count on him.  
When the skins arrived I knew what I needed to do to cover the “seams”.  The Audubon had straight lines but 
for these volumes I will use curved shapes which was more in the images of the flowers, vines and other 
plants in these 5 volumes.    (Each binding contains 50 images plus several text pages.  I am responsible for 
the text and lay-out as well and the set is now  housed in the Smithsonian Institution in Washington, DC. 
next to the Audubon I had worked on so many years ago.)  I had to accommodate my design to fit the joining 
lines of the skins. 

My husband Einen flew in from Tokyo to finish the books in time for the opening ceremony and helped with 
the execution of the design.  He also had marbled the giant flyleaves. Without Mark and his 
head and muscle and Einen I could not have done all of this in time. All images came 5 month later than 
promised but the inauguration date was fixed.  I lost another week because I moved to a larger loft in the same 
building.  My friend Michael Forbes, a professional photographer who lives in the same building was of 
enormous help too.  He helped to remove the protective package from the huge press I had borrowed from Tokyo  
and set it up, while Mark adjusted it after its 25 years of being in a warehouse in Japan.  Lifting a book that 
weighs 35 pounds with both hands by myself is difficult but putting it in the backing press while closing the 
pressing beams is impossible.  Here again I needed help and Michael was available even at 2 a.m. if I gave a 
warning beforehand.  When he helped with the 3rd book he asked if it was heavier than the first 2.  Even his 
body was protesting.  Mine was screaming.  Bending at the waist at 90 degrees, holding heavy weights in that 
position and with outstretched arms placing them on the wet hinges added up to 530 times of this exercise. 
I truly worked around the clock from the  8th of January until the 5th of  May.  Mark spent about 100 hours 
helping me, Einen’s 2 weeks around the clock with no sleep for the last 2 nights, not counting the many hours 
Michael put into it is over 500 hours per book.  But we did it and in time!



After these 5 volumes I was asked to bind a one volume book of tulips,” Tulipae Hortorum”, which is now in the 
Royal Academy of Sciences in Stockholm, Sweden.  I was fortunate to be invited by the Swedish Academy to be 
present at the donation ceremony and a chance for me to be back in a country where I had spent 10 years of my 
life.  During the many months of the production of these volumes, Michael has taken more than 1000 photos 
to document this event.  As far as I know no double elephant folio designer binding bound in a traditional 
technique has been produced during the last century and half.  That is why I am glad to have documented the 
process and all the unusual steps that had to be taken to solve the problems because of the size with Michael’s 
help. 

Photo will follow at the end of newletter.   Tini holding “Tulipae Hortorum” emphasizing the 
enormous scale of the book.  Taken by Michael Forbes
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EXHIBITION NEWS

 Exhibition Report for Marking Time

The submission period for the Guild of Book Workers Marking 
Time exhibition closed March 1.  Notification will be sent to all 
entrants by April 1, then catalog production will begin.

One hundred fourteen Guild of Book Workers members submitted 
153 works for jury. Fine binding, printing and artists’ books are all 
well represented among the entries.

Welcome to the new members who joined the Guild to submit 
work to this exhibition.

Marking Time will open at the Minnesota Center for Book Arts in 
May, 2009.
A complete tour schedule is online here: http://cool-
palimpsest.stanford.edu/byorg/gbw/exhibit/2009exhibit.shtml
-- Karen Hanmer, GBW Exhibitions Chair
exhibitions@guildofbookworkers.allmail.net

ßßßßß

Once Upon a Book
 In the Gallery: Mon May 04 - Fri Aug 07
 Opening Reception: Fri May 1, 6-8pm

 Curated by Thacher Hurd, this is the second in a series of children's 
book exhibitions. This show explores the creative process in the work 
of six critically acclaimed illustrators: Alisa Claven, Remy Charlip, 
Maira Kalman, David Macauley, Chris Raschka and Brian Selznick
Directions
The Austin/Burch Gallery
 Gallery admission is free
 300 De Haro Street, San Francisco, CA, 94103
 Tel: 415-565-0545 
 Fax: 415-565-0556
 Hours are Monday-Friday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m

Intent to submit

Society of Bookbinders 
International Competition 2009

 Registration is now open for the Society of Bookbinders 
International Competition 2009.

Bindings are due in between 1st May - 1st June with judging taking 
place mid June.
There are four categories to enter and the prize fund is an estimated 
£5000.
There is no set book - you can bind whatever book you like!
There is no registration fee, making it easier for those binders 
without Sterling bank accounts - entry fees that are due when you 
send in your
binding, maybe paid by Sterling cheque, bank transfer, postal order, 
credit card, paypal or cash (at your own risk).

All bindings will be displayed at Warwick University during the 
Society of Bookbinders biennial conference in August 2009. 
Winning bindings then go on a traveling exhibition (exact venues 
and dates to be confirmed).

For more details please see the society web site at
www.societyofbookbinders.com   in the events section.



sssss         Guild of Book Workers           sssss
California Members’ Exhibition

On June 28th the California Chapter invites its members to take part in an afternoon exhibition.  Bring your 
completed work or work in progress to be displayed.  Feel free to bring family and friends to this truly social event. 
Potluck luncheon  - so bring your favorite dish and we will provide the beverages.  
If you wish to be part of the exhibition please fill out and return the following entry form by the May 7th deadline so 
we can be sure and have adequate display area for all.  We look forward to featuring the talent of our chapter 
members and encouraging interest in our craft.

Date and Time:  Sunday,  June 28th, 2009,  1:00pm - 5:00pm
Location:   115 West 4th St., Apt. 410, Long Beach, CA 90802,  Exhibition in the Conference Room on Roof.  Tini Miura, 
Hostess

<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<

Entry Form
Name___________________________________________________________________
Address_________________________________________________________________
Telephone____________________________,   E-mail ___________________________________

Title of Book 1
_________________________________________

Author
_________________________________________

Publisher
_____________________________Date________

Dimensions
Height____________ 
Width___________Depth_______

Description (Please include all information to be presented 
on display card)
___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

Title of Book 1
___________________________________________

Author
___________________________________________

Publisher
_____________________________Date__________

Dimensions
Height____________ 
Width___________Depth_______

Description (Please include all information to be presented 
on display card)
___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

Signature____________________________________________________

RSVP to accommodate seating either on this form or email:  rinnovi@cox.net      --  Number of guests_____________

Entry form must be received by May 7, 2009
Please send completed entry form to 
Rinnovi Hand Bookbindery, P.O. Box 12321, Newport Beach, CA 92658


